" ig 200 miles from Perth.
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neéd to stress the importance of works such
a8 these. We mow have in thé State over
Bix million sheep, or an averagé of 20 sheep
per head of the population. The average
consumption jis only nine, so that there
must be an outlet found for the surplus. [f
they are not exported we will have to do
what has Dbeen dome in the past, that is,
allow them to die off after the wool has
been taken from them. The establishment
of the works will enable the surplus-sheep
to be dealt with; if they are in good com-
dition they: can be sent to the freezing~
works and - if they are in poor condition
they can be gent to the canning works. 1t
do not expect any oppositien to the Bill. It
.is only ‘a formal measure, and nothing but
good can come from the establishment of
the works. I move—,

That the Bil be now rcad a second
- time,

The PREMIER (Hon. J, Mitchell—Nor-

~ttham) [8.31]: I have no objection to the

Bill. It will be a vefj good thing for the
State when the meat works become an accom-
plished faet.
to eéxpedite the ereection of those works we
ought to do it. Personally I think more
than £60,000 will be required but, after all,
that is the concern of the sharsholders. There
is in the Geraldton district a large number of
enthusiastic men willing to back the works,
and there is wp there a vast ares that can
well prodice the sheep necessary to keep the
works going, Further than that, “Geraldion
-In the ecircum-
stances” I dm-’ sure no hon. membér would
wish to delay. the erection of the works for
one dzy. It is necessary that the Bill should

- be passed, because, unless we legalise the

proposed allotment, the company will have to
wait until 80,000 ,shares have been applied
for. Alternatively,
demand his money back, I am glad to know
that the works are so near to being started.
For many years 1 have thought that Gerald-
ton ought to have such works. Of course I
know that the hon. member will attribute all
the trouble and delays of the past, and even
the possible hitches of the future, to the want
of water at Geraldton.

Mr. Willdoek: Tt certainly -has had a eon-
siderable effect on the enterprise,

The PREMIER: T think the water scheme
will be there long before the warks are
erected. -

Mr. Willeock: I hope so. ©

The PREMIER: I hope so, too, notwith-
standing that the people. of Geraldton are
very energetic. It will be quite useless to
build the works without the water supply.
The hon. member need have no fear as to the
determination of the Government to provide
a proper watér supply for Geraldton. I have
no opposition to offer the Bill, indeed T have
pieasure in supporting it.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough} [9. 35] In sup-
porting the second reading, I should perbaps

If the House can do anything -

any shareholder could .
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explain that I am a shareholder in the
company, uotwithstanding which, I do not
think 1 am - abusing my pnvﬂeges as a
member of the House. The Westralian Meat
Works, Limited, was launched before either
the works at Carnarvon or the works at
Fremantle. Were it not for the fact that
sonte -of the' large pastoralists on the Mur-
chison supported the .Fremantle venture, the
Westralian Meat Works would have had no
diffienlty hatever in seciiring the full- amount
originally determined npon. There is plenty
of room in the State for these three ven-
tures. Of the three concerns our company
has the largest number of individual share-
holders, I join with the membet for Gerald-
ton (Mr. Willeock) and the Premier m agk-
ing the House to pass the Bill

Questibn put and passed.
Bill read a second time. -

In Committee, ete. . .

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported witliont ameidment and the
1ep01't adopted. ¢

House adjowrned ai 9.40 p.m,
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. The SPEAEKER took the Chamr at 430
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIOV—R(IY AL TRAIN ACCL- |
ENT

Mr, PICKERING asked the Minister for
" Railways: 1, Has gn inquiry yet been made
into the cause of the railway accident: in
which the Hoyal train was concernedd 2, If
s0, will he cause the finding to be laid upon
the Table of the House?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-

plied: I, Ves 2, Yes.

QUESTION—WORKERS’' HOMES
BOARD.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN agked the Premier:
1, Has the Workers’ Homes Board any funds
to its credit by repayments of capital ex-
penditure on workers’ homes or otherwise?
2, If so, are the funds deposited and is im-
terest being paid on same, and what is the
rate per eent. paid or eredited to the
Workers’ Homes Board on such fundat 3,
What is the reason for the Workers’ Homes
Board not entertaining any application or
granting any funds for the erection of
‘workeys’ homes in the metropolitan area? °

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes
5 per cent. on £30,000 (Treasury bills), 414
‘per cent. on £7,000 (Treasury bills), 4 per
cent, on £10,000 (State Savings Bank), 1
‘per cent. on £20,500, average monthly credit
balance at Treasury. 3, In order that men
:apd material may be available for soldiers’
Yomes, and in view of the excessive cost of
‘building.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And yet you lend the
meney at 4 per cent.

QUESTION-—HANDBOOK OF WEST-
ERN AUSTRALTA.

Mr. ANGELO agsked the Premier: 1, Hag

there been issmed lately an illustrated hand-
book dealing with the industries and ve-
sources of Western Australia® 2, I so, how
many copies were printed? 3, What method
is being adopted for the distribution of these
handbeoks? 4, Seeing that members of Par-
Hament have a keen interest in the develop-
ment and progress of the State, will the
Premier avail himself of the opportunity to
advertise Wéstern Australia by supplying
each member with copies to send dhroadf

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, 1,250.
3, The method which will ensure the fullest
publicity possible, through channels such as
the Agent General’s office, rail and steamer
-gervices, the leading libraries, and other in-
stitutions of Australia. 4, Many memhaors
have already been supplied with copies of
this work, but to make assorance doubly sure
an additional copy was forwarded fo every
member of Parliament last week,

QUESTION—CHARITIES TAX,

Mr. GREEN asked the Premicr: Will he
consider the advisability of introducing a
charities tax this session, and so do away
with the present unsatisfactory overlapping
of public appeals?

The PREMIER replied: The matter will

bo considered.
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“f*Bunday Times’’

QUESTION—DARWIN WHARF
LABOURERS,

Mr., GREEXN asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that during the debate on the Address-
in-reply the member for Guildford (Mr.
Davies), irn referring to the workers on the
whart af Darwin, quoted the following gtate-
ment:—“There are men working on the
wharf in Darwin who are engaged at a 40
or d44-hour week, and for whom a weekly
wage is preseribed, Dbecause they would not
accept any other condition, and who are re-
ceiving from £7 to £7 10s. a week, although
for 13 +eeks on end no steamship bas en-
tered Darwin,”’ and added:—‘‘These men
were drawing wages all the time’’? 3, Is he
further aware that the Acting Administrator
of the Northern Territory (Hon. Staniforth
Smith) in the ¢‘West Australian’’ of the
9th September is reported as saying with re-
ference to the same matter, ‘*A great deal
has beer made of 5s, per hour being paid for
work om the wharf. 'The systen was ad-
mittedly defective, but it had been intro-
duced by Vestey’s as stevedores, As norm-
ally the port handled about 400 tons per
month the wages of the waterside workers
did not average more than £10 per moath,
which was insufficient to buy food and eloth-
ing and to buy a tent’’t 3, In view of the
apparent misstatement of the member. for
Guildford, with regard to the wharf labourers
at Darwin, will be give the fullest publicity
to the report of the Acting Administrator of
the Northern Territory? ‘

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, I lave
gbserved a Press veport to that offect. 3,
Full publicity has already been given the
statement.

QUESTION—HOE PRINTING
MACHINE.

Mr. LUTEY asked. the Minigter for Rail-
ways: 1, Has he seen the statement relative
to the Hoe press which appeared in the
“*Bunday Times'' of 20th August? 2, Ts he
aware that in the statement referred to, the
Proprietary stated inier
alig:—**On hearing this, the ‘Sunday Times’
asked the Commissioner of Railways what he
wouldl take for it, and he (the Commis-
sioner) said, ‘Well, what about £500’; so we
took it”¥ - 3, Is he aware that the Commis-
gioner of Railways stated in his report of
2nd September that the ‘‘Sunday Times’’
made the offer of £500% 4, Which statement
ig correct? 5, What is the full text of the
Government Printer’s report of January,
1820 ¢

Tha MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS rye-
plicd: 1, 2, and 3, Yes. 4, The Commis-
gioner is of opinion his statement is correct.
5, The answer to this guestion will be found
in a report dated 13th January, 1920, by the
Comptroller of Stores, which is on the file
laid on the Table of the Houge,
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QUESTION—FOLICE,
Prince of Wales’s Visil

Mr. JONES asked the Minister for Mines:
1, What did it cost the Government for the
Police department to bring men and horses
from the ontlying and other police stations
to Perth on the occasion of the vigit of His
Royal Highness the Prinee of Wales, in-
cluding extra salaries and a]lor.va.nces,? 2,
What extra salaries and fravelling expenses
were paid to deteetives amd policemen? 3,
How much was paid to the Commissioner of
Police for extra salary and travelling ex-
penses?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
{a) TFreights and fares, £621 17s. 11d.; ()
travelling allowances, £1,016 8s. 10d.; (e)
salaries, £802 1s. 1d. 2, Answered by No.l 1.
3, (a) Balary, nil; (b) a elaim for travelling
allowances due will be submitted in due
eourse.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY —PRESENTATION.

Mr. SPEAKER {4.39]: I have to inform
hon. members that L presented the Address-
in-reply to His Excellency the Governor, and
that 1 have received the following reply
from His Hxeelleney:—

Mr. Speaker and members of the Leg-
iglative Assembly: In the name and on be-
half of His Most Graeions Majesty the
King, 1 thank you for your Address.
Rigned, F. A. Newdegate, Governor.

BILLS (4)—THIRD READING.

1, Time of Registration Extension.

2, Friendly Societies Act Amendment.
Pagsed.

3, Local Anthorities Sinking Fynds.

4, Westralian Meat Works.
Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

BILL—HIGH SCHOOL AQCT AMEND-
MENT.

'Seeond Reading,

Debate resmined from 9th Sepfember. -

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [445]: A comparison between the
constitution of the Perth High School and
other seeondary schools in the district shows
that special provision was made with regard
to the High School, and that it has virtually
been under the domination of the Govern-
ment since its establishment. At first it en-
joyed subsidies, which were inereased from
yesterday, and eventually were wiped out
altogether. The governors or managers of
the school have been nominated entirely by
the Government sinee the inception of the in-
stitution. When the subsidy was wiped ont
the governors obtained a power whieh they
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never had before, for prior to the abolition
of these grants, a limit was placed on the-
charges that could be made for students.
attending the school. As against that, the
managers were handed one'of the most val-
nable pieces of Jand in Perth, that on which
the school stands, and the governors have
power, with the consent of the Governor-in-
Couneil, to mortgage or lease any portion
of that area. I do not think the Governor in
Council would hand over such a valuable-
block of land if he had not power fo nom-
inate or appeint the governors of the High
School. At all events, the Government would
1ot have handed sueh a valuable piece of’
land to a private individual to deal with it
on aimilar lines. The Bill itself contains.
only a proposal that the old boys shall elect
three of the future governors of the achool.
We are told that there are about 2,000 cld
boys of this institution, and that over 200-
of these have formed themselves into an as-
gociation in Perth. These 200 old boys want
to have a say in future in the management
of the school. It is true that Parliament
to-day is not comtributing anything towards
the upkeep of the school, but Parliament hag
placed the institution, by the donation of
land, in such a pogition that it owes a cer-
tain amount of responsibility to the country.
‘We should paunse before we hand over a third
of the representation on the management
of the school to approximately 200 old boys
residing in or mnear Perth, wbile there is
excluded from this right the large number
of old boys of the school who are outside
the association. No reasen has been assigned
for the increase in the mumber of governors,
and it has not been shown that the sehool
has Jest any of its prestige as a result of
the present system of management. Further,
it has not been shown that those who had
their training in the school—the majority of
them at a low rate becaunse of the existence
at the time of a Government subsidy—
shonld enjoy special privileges in the way
of appointing additional governors to assist
in the management of the school. Have past
or present govermors of the school neglected
their duty in any way, or the interests of

"the schoolf The records of the school, which

have been published, prove conclusively to
my mind that the institution has been a
success, and that the governors have car-
ried ont their duties faithfully and well.
That being the ecase, why thé necessity to
alter the constitution in the way propozed?
I do not think the Old Boys’ Assoeiation
has any right to make this demand. There
is another jnstitution im Western Australia
which, if a similar Bill were brought down,
should no longer be permitted to eleet its
senafe in the same way as has been doue
in the past. I trugt the Government will
not hand over to any private monopoly the
power to control education in this State. T
hope the Bill will not pass, and that the
governors who have carried on the school so
successfully in the past will continne to be
nominated by the Governor-in-Couneil.
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Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [4.50]: There
iz nothing contained in the Bill which would
lead one to assume that nominations by the
old scholars of the High School would be
confined only to old scholars residing in
Perth. I presume the ordinary process of
ballot would be carried ont in this case, and
that everyone who was an old scholar of
the school would have a vote in the election
of the three governora,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: If they were all
members of the Old Boys’ Association.

Mr. PICKERING: Presumably most of
them do belong to that body. Clause 4 does
not appear to contain any provision for the
re-election of governora.

Mr. Undernood: What does it matter now?

My, PICKERING: Some provision should
be made whereby governcra elected by the
0ld boys should be eligible for re-election,
ad is done in most other cases. I trust that
in Committee we shall receive’ some informa-
tioh on that question.

Hon, T. WALKER (EKanowna) [4.51): T
bave a great interest in the sumeccess of the
High School, but I am anxions fo know
whenee this Bill originated. *

Mr. Underwood: The old boya.

Hon, T. WALKER. What old boys.

Mir. Underwood: The boys of the old bri-
gade.

Mr. Hudson: It was necessiry for us to
have something to do this week.

Hon. T. WALKER: W: should have had
something more important to do than this.
Has there been any deputation to the Gov-
ernment? Have the present governors made
any representations for a change and do they
agree with this proposal?”

The Premier: Yes, they do.

Hon. T. WALKER: For what reason?

The Minister for Mines: It is a democratic
method of electing governors,

Hon, T. WALKER: Not neeessarily, I
want to know the starting point of the Bill,
and whether it is merely a desire on the part
of the old boys——

My, Underwood: Two or three old boys
want to get on the board. )

Hon. T. WALKER: There are proper me-
thods by which persons may get on the board
of management. Tt iz propozed to increase
the number of governors to nine. Why nine?
Why not have the apostelic number of
twelvet?

The Honorary Minister.
the Judas out.

Hon. T. WALEER: He can bhe kepl ount
by keeping the number down to twelve,
although there is just as likely to be a Judas
included in mine as in twelve. I do not see
how this is going to ensure the bebter man-
agemeni of the school. Tf the number of
governors is increased, the possibility of dis-
gension in the management of a school like
that, a purely private organisation for educa-
tional purposes, is also likely to be in-
creased.

We want to keep
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The Minister for Mines: Do you think that
if you reduced the number of members in
this House you would also reduce the pos-
sibility of dissensionf

Hon. T. WALEER: Quite possibly, but
there is a wide distinction between the two
things. There would "be a possibility of a
small cligue carrying things on in their own
way. People could not approach or influence
50 membérs of Parliament with the same
ease that they could 20. There is, there-
fore, safety in having & larger pumber of
members in a House such zs this, But when
it is purely a matter of the management of a
sehool, to multiply the number of governors
will be likely to create dissension, disturb-
ance, 5 variety of opinions, and division of
action, *

Mr. TUnderwood : You could work that
right down to the commmnnity. We should
not have immigration because, through
having an increased number of people, dis-
sension is ecaused.

Hon, T. WALEER: That, too, is entirely
a different matter. A country requires num-
bers of people o that it may be developed..
In that case it is not a matter of govera-
ment. In the case before us we are spoaking:
of the management of an edueational insti--
tution.

Mr., Nairn: For what length of time are
the present governors elected?

Hon. T. WALKER: For three years. There
is a chanee for other people.te get on the
board of management if they go the right
way abont it :

The Minister for Mines: They are all ap-
pointed by the Governor-in-Council.

Hon, T. WALKER: That does not place
any difficulty in the way.

Hon, Wi. . Angwin, It is a good board
now.

The Minister for Mines: We do not sng-
gest that it is mot, but it is always possible
to have an improvement.

Hon., T. WALKER: Is there inefficiency
or inexperience on the part of the present
governors? A number of braing bent upon
the same thing does not intemsify the fruit-
fulness of the prodwet or its value. The
présent governors have not been accused of
incapacity, so that it has become neeessary
to give them a mew semse or a new direction..
I have not heard a word against them. In
the eircumstances, why thé necessity for dis-
turbing them? If they are capable of doing-
their work, and they have dome it hitherto
efficiently and well, as the results from the
school show, T cannot see any neecessity for
disturbing the present conditions,

Mr. Urnderwood: That is so, Let them-
sleep on.

Hon. T. WALKER: No, let them go on
doing right. If they had been asleep it
would have been ar argument for replacing-
them. If they were incapable in any sense
whatever, I should say let there be mnew
blood on the board of manapement. I would
remove the old blood and entirely replace it.
T wonld make the Governorin-Conneil res--
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ponsible for getting a proper class of men to
manage the school; but there is no allegation
of that kind, and not one shadow of asper-
sion is cast vpon these governors.  Why,
therefore, make this alteration; merely to
add to the vanity of a section of the old boys
of the school? It is only a section of the
old boys, because every old scholar does not
belong to the Old Boys’ Asscciation. It
is only a certain group who are actuated by
some ambition to take a part in the manage-

ment of this particular school. The ambi-
tion may be lavdable or not, If it is laud-
able, the necessary notification should be

laid in the proper form before the Governor-
in-Council; and when the time comes let the
three additional governors be appointed. But
to give a sorteof special representation of
the old boys alongside the representatives of
the Government as nominated by the Gov-
ernor-in-Council is to put two cliques in and
almost to set them at each other’s throats
straight away. What may happen is not an
aceretion of wisdom or of efficiency, but dis-
torbance and quarrel and dissent, leading to
paralysis of energy and to the loss of that
spirit whick has hitherto animated the gov-
ernoYs in making the school the suecess it
lias been. TUntil I hear further, I fail to re-
cogrise the necessity for this Bill

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [5.2]: The last speaker hag said
that the old boys are ambitious to do some-
thing for their school, and that is perfectly
right. They are ambitions, among other
things, to raise money for the purpose of
adding class rooms to their old school. I
know of no better means of getting repre-
sentation of the old boys on the scheol hoard
than that suggested by thiz Bill. Who of
all people have a greater interest in the
sehool than the old boys of the school?

Hon, T. Walker: Then this Bill comes
partly from the old boys?

The PREMIER: Yes, and it bas heen
agreed to by the governors, as expressed by
Dr, Saw in the Legislative Council. The
"High School is an institution which has ex-
‘isted for very many years in this State, and
which T hope will live a long time; and if we
can improve its management by the meansg
-guggested in this Bill, I think we should
do so.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
question,

The PREMIER: I think we can.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: Wounld it be done
hy mortgaging the school land?

The PREMIER: That cannot be done
without the permission of the school
-eouncil. There is sufficient safeguard against
ducks and drakes being played with the pro-
-perty. Under this Bill there is a fair pros-
-pect of better management; not that I sug-
gest the present mangement is not efficient.
I do not understand the oppesition to this
Bill.

Hon. T. Walker: It is not so much op-
-position as a desire for information.

Can we? That is the
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The PREMIER: If it is a desire for in-
formation, then, of course, the request came
from the old boys, The old boys are am-
bitious to do something for their sehool, and
the Government think goed will come of this
proposal, and I hope the House will carry
the Bill. Certainly there is no rigk in pass-
ing it. I think the suggestion that the
board of governors should be increased by
three, as here proposed, is an excellent one.

Mr. NAIRN (Swan) {5.6]: From infor-
mation I have received I understand that the
main object of the Bill is to give power to
ntilise the enthusiasm of the old Boys' As-
sociation. At the outset it is to be moted
that the High School is in an entirely differ-
ent position from any of the other schools,
Originally the High School received a con-
siderable direct grant from the Govern-
ment, but that has now ceased, and the ouly
privilege enjoyed by the school is that of
occupying the land upon which the sehool
buildings are erected, land of a very eon-
viderable value, about £20,000 or £30,000.

Houn, T. Walker: With power to mort-

gage.

Mr. NATRIN: ‘Whilst all other schools of
this nature, without exception, have the in-
fluence and support of some denominatiom,
the High School has no such backing.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: It has the name,
though. '

Mr, NATREN: It has the name, but in
these days the name is not sufficient to live
on. The point most desired is that the school
shall be enabled to make full use of tle
enthusiasm of the old boys, who will take
an active part in supporting the sehool. IE
is a perfectly natural feeling that a man
who has beer edueated at a sehool shofild
like to see that school advance, and maintain
the traditions and the principles which were
incnleated on him as a youth. Tt is solely
in that regard, I understand, that the power
proposed by this Bill is desired; and without
legislation the three additional governors -
cannot be appointed. They will not in sny
way interfere with the six mominated by fhe
Governor-in-Council. The proposal has been
supported by ai least two of the present
governors,

Hon. W. . Angwin: The three to be
appointed under this Bill, and those two
make five, which is a majority out of nine.

Mr, NAIRN. There is no rivalry in gues-
tion. The present governors wish to have
the support of the Old Boys’ Association,
and the association are mnot in a position
to advance the objeets of the school as they
desire, without this Bill

Mr. GNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [5.10]: I
have quite an open mind in regard to this
Bill. T had decided to support if, but since
hearing the remarks of the last speaker, L
feel doubtful. TLooking at the question
broadly, and taking into consideration the
way almost all people are inclined te lean
on the Government to provide everything,
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we ecan appreciate such people as are pre
pared to help themselves. I think that in a
State which spends such an enormous amount
orn education as Western Australia does,
parenis who are prepared to pay for the
education of their children are to be com-
meénded; and if there is a genunine requeat
from the management of a school for some
legislation which they think will tend to im-
prove the institution, it is cur duty to grant
such legislation. If the school is mot carried
on, in this instanee, all we shall have done
i3 to grant a block of land. That is getting
off pretty lightly, in view of the half-million
Western Australia spends annually on edao-
cation, If the High School is discontinued,
the land reverts to the Crown. However, 1
see & danger. The member for Swan (Mr.
Kairn) says that this Bill is {0 make pro-
vision for the enthusiasm of the old boys.

Mr. Nairn: To give effect to that entho-
siagm. :

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, to make a sort
of safety valve for it, and let the old boys
come forward. I know what these waves of
enthugiasm are. There may be two or three
enthusiasts, and then they die away, and then
we may find ourselves with this provision
that three old boys most be elected, and
without any old boys caring about taking on
a governorshipr Just at present we have a
wave of Cornish feeling in this State. T
undertake to say that in 2 year or twe we
shall not know whether a man is a Cousin
Jack or not. 'We have got on very well with-
out 2 Cousgin Jack association up to date.
This wave of enthusiasm of the Cornish men
has reaulted from the visit of the Duke of
Cornwall, and this wave of enthusiasm of
the o0ld boys of the High Sechool may have

" heen merely brought about by old boys who

were at the Front or at the opera house.
What I fear is that the enfhusiasm of the
old boys may wane, and that then there will
be no old hoys coming forward, and that thus
the school management may find itself ham-
pered. That is the only point of danger I
perceive in the Bill.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.13]: Tt gives
me, as an old High School boy, very great
pleasure to gupport the Bill. The reecords of
the sehool show that large numbers of its
seholars have held or are holding prominent
positions in this State. Consequently, when
the 0ld Boys’ Asgociation ask for a Bill
of this nature, it is gvident that they are
prond of their school and are willing to
asgist not only to carry it on in the same
suceessful manner as in the past, but pos-
sibly to improve the conditions that exist.
Who are better qualified to aet as directors
of the policy of a school than a board of
governors with z sprinkling of old boys®
The old boys probably observed during their
acholastic career the benefits and the draw-
backs attaching to any particular system
adopted in the school. Therefore it is good
policy to have a sprinking, or even a small
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majority, of old boys on the board of gov-
€rnors.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [5141: If I
oppose this Bill, I do 80 in what I conceive-
to be the best interests of the boys attend-
ing the school and of education generally in.
this State. As even the Government mmuaf
be aware, great changes have taken place in.
the education, knowledge, and general pro-
gress of society Quring the last 20 years;
and to place the management of any par--
ticular school or of any particular branch of
education in the hands of a generation back
is not fair to the State. I am not concerned.
with the number of governors of the High
School, but if the Government would bring-
down a PBill to increase the number, and to
allow the governors to be elected by the boys.
attending the school, they wonld have my un-
qualified support, for, from 'what I ecan
gather, more particularly from the various.
acts of the Government, the boys of the-
sehool would be better qualified to elect the
governors than many members of the Legis.
lative Assembly would be.

The Premier: Yeou are entitled to speak-
for one member.

Mr. JONES: I speak from the result of
my observation of the measures brought
down, If the Government really want to
benefit the school, they shounld make the
nomber of governors 12. Let the old boya-
elect three governors for the dear old Alma
Mater, but give the sehoolboys a chance to
elect the others in order to counteract the
blighting influence of the dead hand of the
past which this Bill seems desirous of per--

-petuating in our eduncational system.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany [5.15]: The hon. mem-
ber’s suggestion will receive due considera-
tion. In the meantime we hope that the
House will pass the Bill and forget all about
the dead hand and the red hand or any other
gsort of hand. XLet me tell the member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) that the Govern-
ment are not really keen on the old boys.
having representation, except from the stand-
point that the old boys have formed an asso-
ciation and are desirous of showing their in-
terest in the school by baving three of their:
members elected as governors. The hon.
member evidently has not read the Bill, Had
he done so he would have seen thai the diffi.
culty he suggested eannot arise; because if~
the Old Boys’' Association goes out of exist-
ence, the Governor-in-Council will appoint
the three additional school governors,  To-
day we appoint six governors to control the
school, and it is proposed that there shall be
three additional governors, who may be-
elected by the old boys, provided that their-
association comprises 200 or more active
members, If the membership should fall be-
Jow that number, the Governor-in-Conneil will -
appoint the three additional school govern-
ors. Consequently it will be seen that the-
danger of having no one to appoint cannot-
arise, Hon. members sometimes imagine-
that this school is a Government institution, .
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Beyond the faet that we have granted the
school public land in trust for a definite
purpose, we have no responsibility, excépt to
scrutinise the regulations framed from time
to time which, under the Act, require the ap-
proval of the Governor-in-Couneil. The
whole responsibility for the management of
the school, even to the eost of its mainten-
ances, falla on the school governors. Those

governors confess to having received assist-’

ance from the old boys of the sehool who,
naturally, take a pride in the institution. If
the old boys are prepared to combine for the
purpose of assisting the school, without cost
to the Government, we ought to encourage
themm by giving them a one-third represemta-
tion on the board of governors, so long as
their association eomprises a membership of
200 or more, The present govermorg, I be-
licve, are all old boys.

Hom. W, (. Angwin: Then the Bill is not
required.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Prohaily
we could have got over it in amother way,
hut we prefer to let the old boys show their
appreciation of the school and, in refuwrn,
to give them the representation asked for. 1
do not think it will mean better manage-
ment, but at all events the management will
be easier by reason of the assistance of tne
200 old hoys. University undergraduates
claim special distinction because they have
attended a university; and so, too, we often
hear it said that certain boys have passed
through certain schoels and consequently are
entitled to some advantage beciuse they
have paid for their edueation. As a matter
of fact one cannot pay for his education.
Apart from beneyolent bequests made from
time to time in favour of certain schools, the
State pays for all edueation. Nobody in the
British Empire actually pays for the eost of
his eduecation. It is sometimes contended
that our own University should not he free.
If we were to impose university fees t*o-
morrow, they would not nearly cover the cost
of that institution. However, the old boys
of the High School are desirous of having
representation on the board of governors in
order that they may help uphold the prestige
of their school, and we say in effect, ‘‘By all
means let them have some voice in the school
management: *’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What, in effeet, you
say is that the six old boys on the board of
control are failures,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not correct. There is no suggestion of any
differences existing between the old boys and
the management. The old boys are not com-
. plaining of the present governors, have not
suggested that the governors appointed by
the Governor-in-Council are not satisfactory,
either to the old boys or to the present pupils.
But we suggest that in order to encourage the
old boys in the rendering of assistanee to
the school they should be given representation
on the board. That iz all the Bill asks for,
It will cost the community mothing, and its
sole effeet will be the encouragement of en-
thusiasm,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Underwood: All right, let her go.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

" Mr. Stubbs in the Chair ; the Minister for.
Mines in charge of the Bill

Clause l—agreed to.

Clause 2—Ingrease in number of gov-
ernorsg, .

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T niove an amend-
ment—

That ‘‘nine,’’ in line 3, be strack out,

At a later stage I will move to insert
“‘saven,’’ which will give the old boys the
right to appoint one governor only, thus
avoiding the possibility of the old boys
securing a majority on the bhoard. Person.
ally T do not see any necessity for the Bill,
because the (Governor-in-Council has power to
appoint the school governors and s¢ a change
in the personnel could easily be brought
about’ if it were thought desirable, Again
if, as we are told, all the present school
governors are old boys of the school, there
is mo necessity for the Bill.  Moreover,
scattered, as they are, all over the Common-
wealth, a large majority of the old boy§ can
take no aetive interest in the proecedings
under the Bill, which will be confined to a
few in the metropolitan area, The school
at present has a distinet advantage over al)
other secondary schocls around Perth, and
I do not think it is right to bhand over a
part of the control of the school to amy in-
stitution. We do not subsidise the school
to-day, it is true; but for years we did so,
and therefore paid for the goodwill of the
schoal. In my view it is a pity that the
State did not take over the school altogether,
instead of founding the Modern School. Al
though not free, the High Sehool is in
reality a Government school. The manage-
ment is in. the hands of the Government to-
day, and if we do not intend to retain eon-
trol of the school as & Government institu-
tion, we should hand it over emtirely to some
other eontrol.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: ' I was
under the impression that the governors ap-
pouinted by the Governor-in-Couneil were old
boys, but on locking up the speech delivered
by the Minister for Bduecation in another
place 1 find that, of the six governors, ome
only is an old boy.

Hon. Bir H. B. Lefroy:
and Mr, Loton.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle is not serious
in his amendment. If we are going to give
recognition, it should be some satisfaction -
to know that it is mot a question of confer-
ring an honour but giving the school re-
presentation which will be of value. After
all, the number of governors to be elected
by the Old Boys’ Association will only be
a third of the total.

Two, Dr. Saw
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Hon. T. WALKER: Tlns is praetically
a Government.school. It is true that the Gov-
erument do not work it; at the same time
it i$ & Government institution, inasmnch as
the governors of it are appomted by the
Governor-in-Couneil. -
whole history it is 2 Government mst1tutmn
It wag subsidised handlomely in days gotie
by and that subsidy was provided annually
until eomparativély recently. Even now the

school stands on Government property, aad -

the institution will have to rely more or less
ou Government generosity if any diffienlty
should befall it in the future. The proposal
eontained in the Bill—the division of eon-
trol—is a dangerons innovation. For what
purpose do the Old Boys’, Assotiation want
to participate in the government of the
school? Beeause they are dissatisfied? No.
It mpy be in opposition to the Government
and therefore may lead to divided control."
-It would be’ better if the Government aban-

doned their appointments altogether and"
handed the school over to the old boys.
Mr. Thomson: But the Government have-

an interest in the worth
£34.000,

Hon. T. WALEER:
divided control.

Hon. Bir H. B. LEFROY: The question
is whether we want to break ap the High
8chool or not. I take it that it is not the
desire of the hon. member to break up the
school. The Bill simply provides for'a change
Jin the method of comtrol; at the same time
‘Government, control is not removed. Names
are snbmitted bv the Old Boys’ Association
and it will remain for the Government to ap-
_Drove of them, .

Hon. W. C. Angwini: There is no power
given to the Government to reject any nom-
ination.

Hon. 8ir H. B, LEFROY: The Govern-
ment always have power to reject a nomina-
tion. The noininations need not necessarily
he aceepted.

Hon.-W. C. Apgwin: According to the
Bill, the nominees ‘‘shall’’ e appointed.

Hon. Sir H, B. LEFROY: It is wise to
give the old boys some power of control. The
Bill would have a good effect on the school
and would arouse greater interest and en-
thusiasm in it. Tf the old boys were restricted
to one nominee, we might as -well cut out the
whole of their proposed representation.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Governor would
he unable to rejeet the old boys’ nomina-
tions, exeept for some very extraordinary

land, whicéh is

Then let us n;)l_; have

Hon. Sir H. B. Lefroy: The Governor
can always reject such nominationg,

Hon. T. WALRKER: Nét so under this
Bill, because subelavse 2 .makes their ap-
pointment mandatory.

My, Pickering: Does not that apply fo
most boards?

Hon. T. WALEKER: No. In other-cases
the Governor has diserétionary power. Here
there i8 no diseretionary power, Divided
control “would be dangerons. Tt is ineon-

Furthermore, by its

" of diseretion.
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ceivable that the Government should seek a.
partnership of this kind. .Let the control
be of one kind or the othér. The member
for Moore said it would not be worth while
the old boys having one representative. It
wounld be still less worth while for them to
have three, The provision of one nominee
wounld make the enthusiasm the keener, be-
cause the fight for the honour and distine-
tion would centre around the one position.

Mr., BOBINSON: Will the Minister tell
us who -appoints the six governors other than
the ones sought to be sppointed by this Billt

The Minister for Mines: The Governor-
in-Couneil.

Amendment put and & division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. .. .. .. 11
Noes . 15
Majority against .. 4
- ) AYES.
Mr. Angwin . Mr, Rocke
Mr. Chesson- Mr, Walker .
Mr. Green Mr. "Wiltlcock
Mr. Joneg Mr, Wilson -
Mr. Lutey Mr. ©'Loghlen
Mr, Munsle - - . {Teller.)
Nogs, -
Mr. Angelo Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Brown Mr. Robinson
Mr, Davles Mr. Seaddan
Sir H. B. Lefroy Mr. Thomson _
Mr, Mitchell . Mr. Veryard
Mr. Mullapy Mr. Willmott
Mr. Naziro , Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Pickering (Teller.)

Amendnient thus negatived.

Hon. W: C, ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of Subelause &, ‘‘shall’’
be struck out and the word T may’’ in-
serted in lieu. '

According to the Interpretation Act, the use

of the word ‘‘may’’ permits of the exercise

f¢3hall,’’ howerer, is manda-

tory. The member for Moore agreed that the -
‘appointments should be at the discretion’of

the Governor. If the Old Boys’ Aggoeiation’

does not exercise discretion in the people it

nominates  for the positions of governor,

power should be given to refuse to accept

the nomination.

Mr. ANGELO: I oppose the amendment.
The Old Boys’ Asgociation has asked for
this, and if the word “‘may’’ is substituted
for the word ‘‘shall,’’ the “whole object of
the Bill will be defeated. If the amendment
is carried, the Governor may” appoint nine
governors, none of whom is a member of the
aszociation.

Hon, W. C.ANGWIN: The hon. member
is gnite .wrong. It might be dangerons to
appoint the persons who are nominated.
‘Those whose names are sent in may be Bol-
sheviks.
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* Mr, Angelo: There are noné of these con-
- mected with the High School. .

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: The greatest Bol-
sheviks to-day are those who bhave come from
the seats of learning. My desire is to see
that the youths of the sc¢hool and the school
itself are not interfered with, and that dis-
cretionary . power is given to the Governor
to make these appointments,

The MINISTER FOR MINFES: The clause
merely states that three governors shall be
appomteﬂ It does mot say that mnomina-
tions ‘‘shall’’ be received’ from the Ol
Bdys’ Asgociation, bup that nominations shall
he in the 'pl,'esc\rihed manner. We ean ar-
range that the Old Boys’ Association shall
submit six names, from whom the Governor
shall seleet three. The only thing that is
mandatory is that the Governor *‘shall’’ ap-
point three.

Mr. Munsie:
nominated ¢ ]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pres-
cribed manner of nomination would then
eome into operation. The inethod of nomina-
tion is left to be preseribed by regulation.

Hon. T. Walkér: You cannot provide for
the nomination of six governors when only
three_are required.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In other
cagses we¢ have demanded that more than the
required number of names shall be submitted
to the Governor-in-Counecil, who decides which
of the nominees shall be appointed. Our

What if only three were

desire is-to give recognition to the Old Boys’-

Agsociation, and T hope the Committee will
aecept the Bill as it is printed.

. Hon. T. WALEKER: The measure provides
that there shail be three appointments on the
nomination of the Old Boys’ Association.
There is énly prescribed the manuner of nom-
-inatién, and not the mumber to be nomin-
ated.

Progress reported.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
Message from the Governor received and

LY

read transmitfing the Annual Estimates of -

Revenne and Expenditure for the financial
year 1920-21, and recommending Appropna—-

tlon
L

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR
1020-21.-
In Committee of Supply.
The Hoese resolved itself into Committee

of Supply to receive the Anmnual Finaneial
Statement, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair.

The PREMIER AND COLONIAL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. Mitehell — Northam)
]7.35]: My task to-mght is not only to

" present to this Committee a statement of the
affairs of the country and a forecast of what
may happén in the next 12 months, hut also

[ASSEMBLY.]

-

to make the financial position of the State
quite clear. Too often even members of this
Honse have diseussed the financial position:
of the ‘country without quite. understanding
what it is. _As hon. members know, the dis-
cussions in Parliament throw s food of light.

“on thé affairs of the country, and the people

was no eseapmg it.

of the old land know, through the Press,
what is said here; and if the stability of
the country’s financial position is discounted,
it can only do harm. I propose to show that,
notwithstanding the deficit, the ‘eduntry is
in a very sound finameial posmon I pro-
pose to make that quite cléar to hon. mem-
bers. The fignres which I am about to sub-
mit have been prepared with great care, and
are fairly full; bot I consider it essential
that the positio_n' ghould be clearly under-
stood. We have during the past year “suf-
fered from the aftermath of the war. There
Apparently the whole
world is in trouble, and the past year has
heen one of trouble in this State. The cost
of living i3 undonbiedly very high, and

-nétessarily that has produced a good deal of

3

the industrial unrest which has characterised
the past 12 months. However, it is diffieult
to see just how the cost of living ean “be
hrought dowd, and it is véry diffienlt indeed
to see how additional wages costs ean result
in other than an increased cost of living. I
do not say that increases in wages should
not follow on increases in the cost of living,
but T prepose ti'show what ean be done in
thiz State to reduce the cost of living., There
is a trouble, and that tronble. should he
faced, and no onme can escape his responsi-
bility in that regard. Undoubtedly every
man at work, every man who Hoes anything
to increase produefion, does help towards the
developmeiit of the country.

Early -’iﬂt-raduction of Budget.

The Budget, I think, has never been intro-
duced earlier, T believe my colleague the
Minister for Mines introdnced his Budget of
a few years hack on the 14th September;
and, L suppose, at this very hour he was en-
gaged in that task. OQtherwise, however, it
has never been submitted ecarlier in this
State. T had intended coming to the House
with the Estimates even earlier than this, ag
I promised; but there was delay in closing
the Treasul'" books ‘owing to the public ser:
vice strike, and so I was prevented from
carrying out my good intentioh. Still, it
onght to be possible for the Treasurer next
year to bring his Budget down much earlier;
and I hope he will do it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I may.

The PREMIER: Shall I make a promise
on behalf of the hon. member?

¢

Ferification of 1818-20 Forecasts.

At the opening of my remarks when in-
troducing the 1919-20 Budget, I drew atten-
tion to the fact that Western Australia is
a country of great opportunities. I fore-
casted—and I was criticised for it only the
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other day, after the financial year had closed
and when all that had happened should have
heen known to hon, members of this and an-
other House—the moneys to come in from
production during the past year., I was
criticised, as 1 say, for having made a very
optimistic forecast. I said there would be
a revival of trade and a general expansion
of industry, and I indicated that those things
would have an effect upon our finanees. I
stated that the outlook all over the State
at that time was particelarly bright for
those engaged in the primary industries,
agricultural, pastoral, mining, timber, and
pearling. 1 stated also that there was a
great and growing demand for our agrienl-
tural and pastoral areas. In faect, T said
that everything that meant anvthmg to us
locked like developing in a most satisfae-
tory way. I predicted that our farmers
would handle £3,000,000 before Mareh, 1920,
as a first dividend from the wheat pool on
their crops. I predicted that the wool pro-
ceeds would realise £2,500,000, Turther, I
forecasted that we would spend £1,500,000
on soldier settlement. I am delighted to be
able to say that my predictions have bean
fully herne out. Let e guote some figures,
The revemue c¢xceeded even my estimate,
which was characterised as too optimistic, by
£560,733. This matier [ will refer to later.

Figures showing Industrial end Commercial
» Activity.

Turning now to the figures which are
represented by imports and exports, it will
be seen that the imports for 1919 totalled
£8,023,990, and those for 1920, £12,639,386,
while the exports, not ineluding gold-—I
could not include gold beeause 1 was not
able to get the exact figures, and as a matter
of fact gold has not been an export—totalled
for 1919 -£5,927 470, and for 1920 £12,584,328,
So that the total unpmts and exports, the
two combined, for 1919 were £13,951,460,
and for 1920 ko ,223,714, I do not wish to
convey a WIOng 1mp1‘ess‘10n to the Committee.
A considerable propertion of the exports for
1920, consisting of wheat and timber and
other things, was ready for export in 1919,
but was not sent away until the following
year. Nevertheless, these are striking figures,
and are at any rate an Indication of what
has happened. Tt will be seen that the total
of igports and exports for 1020 was nearly
double that of 1919. There is ancther indi-
eation to which I may draw the attention of
hon, members, and that is the goods traffic
of our railways, which during the past year
inereased by 234,202 tons as eompared with
1919. The shipping, inwards and outwards,
for 1918-19 totalled 4,232,969 tons, and that
for 1919-20 5331401 tons. There again is
a substantial increase. The same position is
disclosed if we turn to the eclearing honse
figures, those for the period from the l1st
January to the 9th August, 1919, totalling
£51,313,000, and those for the same period
of the 11resent year totalling £49,241992. All
these figures indicate the amount of commer-
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cial and industrial activity that is going on
in Western Australia. As I have said, I es-
timated the first dividends on the 1919-20
wheat crop at £3,000,000, They actually
ameounted to £3, 118 193 Further dividends
on past pools shou]d amount to £1,500,000
and the production of oats and other cereals
for the past year was valued at £432,000.
The hay crop, at the low estimate of £3 158,
ver ton, represents £1,070,000.

Hon. W. C. Anwgin: Ts not most of this
owing to high prices and mot owing to in-
creased production?

The PREMIER: It is due to both fac-
tors. However, I said I had forecasted the
receipt of these amounts; and I am telling
the Committee what actually happened.

Mr. O’Loghlen: TYou did mnot anticipate
the wheat rise.

The PREMIER: I hope to make it clear
to the Committee that what we then said
would be achieved has been achieved, and
that whnt we then said would happen has
happened; and accordingly I want the Com-
niitiee to believe that what I shall say later
i my remarks is going to happen will hap-
pen. I want hon. members to have faith im
my forecasts. The fighres in connection
with land selection also give some indication
of what is going on. The area of land
selected in 1918-19 was 611,135 acres, where-
as in 1919-20 it reached 1,469,684 acres, or
an increase of 838,549 acres, Of course hon.
members know that our land has been
largely held up against ordinary selection be-
cause we dexired to have our soldiers settled
first. However, it has now been thrown
open again. I believe that if we had ten
miilion acres of land surveyed in our wheat
helt, it would be all selccted within a very
few months.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You have not got it

The PREMIER: But we can still get =
very big area out there. T believe, too, that
our pastoral lands which are sufficiently near
to existing railways will be taken wp as soon
as they are thrown open. These lands also
have been swithheld for a very long time. In
addition to these amounts T have mentioned,
we had £27569,776 for our wool, and there
are 5,600 bales stil]l to be appraiséd. The
member for Forest (Mr. O'Loghlen) wiil be
interested in learning that the total outturn
of jarrah and karri during 1918-19 amounted
to sawn, 174,420 loads, angd hewn 31,894
loads, or a total of 206,314 loads, represent-
ing an inerease of 61,000 loads for the year,
whilst the value of timber exported inercased
by £132,351. All these amounts that have
come from primary industries will be re-
peated year by year. I do not know whether
we shall always get the same high prices, but
the annwal erop will be exported. I think it
1s better that the country should have its
milliens produeed from the soil. The evi-
dence of this can bhe seen to-day, when, be-
cause of this produetion, we could employ
thousands more men than are available. The
timber industry, the gold mining industry,
the agricultural industry, all are short of
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men, If we had borrowed a few millions it
would not have dene for us what these mil-
lions produced from our soil will do.
sire to draw attention te the printed re-
turns, numbered 1 to 14, whiech have been
distributed. I will refer to these return
from time to time. -

The Financial Position.

In placing the financial position before the
House, [ want to make it quite clear that
my references and comparisons, uniess other-
Wise stated, are as regards ostimated and
actual results. The total revenue received
for last year was £5,863,501, while the total
expenditure amounted to £6,531,725, leaving
& deficiency of £668,224, as against an esti-
mated deficit of £688,349, showing an im-
provement of £20,126. I have Been alread
reminded that this net figure is nothing.
propose therefore to devote zome time to an
explanation of the ac¢twal increase of re-
venue and expenditure. Tt has Dbeen said
that I did not forecast well, hecause my
figures, both of revensue and expenditure,
were a1 good deal out, I candidly admit 4t.
The Estimates have always heen well out.
On occasions the actnal expenditure has been
fairly c¢lose to the estimated expendi-
ture, but if members will take the
figares swhich have led up to the esti-
mate they will find that the Hstimates
are always well out, and always must
be in regard to trading eomeerns, For
instance. take railways; who could tell
what would happen there in regard either to
revenne or of expenditure? Generally speak-
ing, our increased expenditure was sush that
it could not be anticipated when the Esti-
mates were framed. It is true that fromn tax-
ation T estimated to derive £690,000, whereas
we got £844197, or an inerease of £154,197.
From territorial T cstimated £374,510, where-
as we got £408,800, or an increase of £34,290.
From governmental, whigh is largely a repay-
ment of interest and charges for services
rendered, I estimated £546,028, whereas we
got £654,688, or an inerease of £108,660.
The Commonwealth, it was anticipated,
would give us £595,422, From this source we
actually got £598,273, or an inerease of
£2,851. TFrom Business Undertakings I
thought we should get £2938608. As a
matter of faet we got £3,181,938, or an in-
crease of £223,330. From Trading Concerns
it was thought-we should get £138,200. We
actually got £175,6053, or £37,405 more than
we expected.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: And these are the
things that are making you bankrupt!

The PREMIER: And they are not much
good to revenue.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
of them?

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
well ont of them.

The PREMIER: Tet me deal with some
of the individual items, Of the increased
amount received from taxation £58,543 was
contributed by stamp - duty, a contribution

Then why go in for more

You have done very

I de-
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brought about by increased activity, due in
large meagure to soldier settlement. Pro-
bate duty unfortunately was respensible for
£76,951 of the inerease, I say unfortunately,
hecause this is the ome source from which
we do not desire to see any large increase,
since it means that we have lost valuable
citizens. Income tax showed an increamse of

" £11,386. I think that through the ordinary

channels we shall receive & great deal more
from ineeme tax this year,

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is time you raised the
exemption.

The PREMIER: Of course everyhody
wishea to be exempted. From Territorial,
including land, mines and timber, we had
an increase of £34,200. This was due to a
eneral improvement in the payment of Jand
rent, to activity in mining and te the in-
creased timber trade. Mining was fairly
active lagt year. There were several import-

‘ant finds, some of which no doubt will re-

sult in the development of good mines. In
any case our revenue has benefited consider-
ably from the discoveries. Governmental
shows an inerease of £108,660. That has re-
sulted prinecipally from inc¢reaged husiness
throughout the various departments, and the
consequent collection of fees. These fees
represent reimbursements by the depart-
ments to the Treasury, There have been
practically no increases in the rates imposed,
the ingreased amount heing due entirely to
increased activity. In Business Undertaj-
ings and Trading Coucerns there was an in-

creagse of £260,735. The increase in the
railway rates  yielded  £148,000 for
G¥%  months. For the coming year

the estimate is £274,000. To some extent
this improvement is due to increased freights
and fares, but with this exceeption it can be
attributed to incerease of business

Mr. O’Loghlen: What do the farmers say
ahout it% .

The PREMIER: 'They are quite satisfied,
although my friends opposite are uot,

Estimated and actual expenditure.

If we make a comparison of the estimated
and the aetual expenditure for 1919.20, it
will be seen that the administrative cost
was estimated at £548,196, whereas it actu-
ally came to £644,522, or an inerease of
£95,326. The domestic expenditure was es-
timated at £936,615, whereas actually it
reached £1,069,621, or an increase of
£133,006. Under the heading of ‘‘business’’
the estimated expenditure was £2,203,873,
whereas it reached £2,586,383, or an increase
of £292510. ‘Expenditure under special
Apcts was estimated at £2,212,433. The ac-
tual sem was £2,232,199, or an increase of
£19,766, Tf from this inereased expenditure
we temporarily exclude the inerease under
Business Undertakings of £292,510, we have
an imcrease on the remaining item of
£248,098. T.et me refer to the special ex-
penditure that had to be met, but which was
not provided for and eould not he antiei-
pated. The influenza epidemic cost the
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‘State £34,000. Increased salaries and wages
0f civil servants represented £35,000; of
teachers £24,000; of police £15,000; and of
-other departments £10,000. Special Aects re-
presented £20,000; inereased price of stores
in Government departments, other than
Railways and Trading Concerns, amounted
to £14,000; cost of strikes £34,000; mili-
tary leave £12,000; and rabbit deatruction
£3000, Not any of this expenditare could
have been anticipated. These figures, which
«lo not by any means exhaust the e.xpraordm—
.ary expenditure which had to be incurred,
indicate very clearly that the increased ex-
penditure which might possibly have been
fureseen was oaly £22,000, Anad for this
-expenditure an increased ordinary revenue
of £300,000 was obtained. To revert for
a moment to the Business Undertakings, it
will he seen that whercas we estimated re-
-geiving  £2,958,008, we actually collected
£3,181,938, or an imerease of £223,330. The

prineipal increases were Railways £175,426, .

“Pramways £17,708, Fremantle Harbour Trust
£20,687, Metropolitan Abattoirs £2,313, and
Tourists’ Resorts £2,079. These increases
.npgain indicate a revival in trade. Turning
from revenue to expenditure, it will be seen

- that we ecstimated £2,203,873, whereas the
-setual expenditure was £2,586,383, or an in-

- crease of £292510. This was due prineipally
to Railways £263,302, brought about by in-

. -creased wages and cost of stores, Electricity

* Supply £3,358, Tramways £18,126, and Metro-
politan Water Supply £7,056, In this regard

" hon. members will find considerable infor.
mation on return No. 11, which deals with
the various undertakings in detail. These
undertakings ought to be looked into very

.-earefully by hon. members, for I think it is
in connection with this invested mongy that

.-our real trouble arises. My colleague the
Minister for Mines has already given a de-
tailed explanation of the position of
finaneces of the business eoncerns generally,
with snecial reference to the Railway Depart-

- ment figures. It is not my intention to-night
to enlarge on those fignres beyond informing
members that the strike at Kalgoorlie
affected ‘the water supply revenue to the

« extent of £25,000, and the railway revenue
to the extent of £40,000, while the passing
of the Forests Act reduced the revenue by
£8,000, these three items making a total of

- £73,000. I will not weary hon, members by
detailing the departments which under-esti-

. mated and over-csiimated revenue and ex-
penditure. The information will be found

- on return No. 1.

The Deficit.

Before dealing with the futnre, I would like

- to indieate where we stand in regard to the

-deficit. On the 30th June, 1919, the deficit

was £3,318,480, and on the 30th June, 1920,

"4t had inereased by £668,225, making a total

-.of £4086,705. I estimate that the deficit

for the present vear will amount to £399,707.
Mr. Munsie: It is coming down.

The PREMIER: The deficit will thus be

- reduced in the year by £268,518. Such a

the .
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reduetion, without increased taxation, must
be regarded as substantial. The, general be-
lief is that the reduction will be even more
than that. But for unforeseen troubles it
would not have been as big as it was last
car. :

4 Hon. W, C. Angwin: Vou will get in-
creased taxation through the increased cost
of commodities.

The PREMIER: But it will not come to
the Treasury. On the 30th June, 1921, T
cstimate that the deficit will bave reached
£4,186,412, The sinking fund contribution
for 1920-21 is estimated at £315,141. I told
the House last year that I expected the
trustees in London would forego the sinking
fund on the Coolgardie water scheme loans.
I thought they would do that because in
1927 we shall have not only the money neces-
sary to redeem the bonds, but we shall have
£560,600 more than we shall require. There-
fore, the money which is being contributed
now iz being stored up in London and will
he available in 1927,

Hon. W. Q. Angwin:
gets cheaper.

The PREMIER: Tt will be £560,000 in
excess of what we shall require. Ay the
trustees did not agree to our proposal, it
was congidered wise to continue to pay the
ginking fund in full.

Mr. Underwood: When you were in gppo-
sition you told them not to agree to it

The PREMIER: I never had the oppor-
tunity to do so when in opposition. It is
because we have kept our sinking fund going
that the position is as we find it to-day. It
is not a question of repudiation; it is a
question of overpaying. We are paying too
much sinking fund for the redemption of
that particular loan. I eould understand
the memher for Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood)
objecting to the Governmeni refusing io pay
ordinary sinking fuond. This, however, is
something we should not be called upen te
pay. )

Hon, W, C. Angwin: A good deal of this
sinking fund is invested in 3 per cent. and
3%, per cent. stock.

Not unless mouey

Estimated Revenue and Ezpenditure,

The PREMIER: It was expected last
year that we would receive a considerable
sum from land revenne. The amount antiei-
pated from that source was £30,000, but only
£6,000 was received, The main reason for
that was the rapid advance in the bank rate
of interest. The revenue from this item will
suffer again this year. I intend io give
members a semmary of the estimated rev-
enue and expenditure for the financial vear
ending 30th June next. Probably this will
be of more interest than the figures of the
past. From taxation it is expected that we
will receive £805000; from territorial rev-
enie £444,190, from Governmental £351,156,
and from the Commonwealth £6035,690, mak-
ing a total of £2,706,036. ¥rom business and
trading econeerns we ect to receive
£3,900,368. That makes the grand total
revenue £6,606,404. On the expenditure side,
Administrative it iz estimated will account
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for £662,977; Domestiec—that inelndes Edu-
cation and the various departments adminis.
tered by the Colonial Secretary—=£1,074,556;
Business — inclnding  tradin coneerns —
£2,831,748, and special Aects £2,436,289, a
total of £7,006,111. I shall ¢éxplain later
what the expenditure under speeial Aects
means. It does seem a cousiderable increase,
but I shall show how it is made up. We ex-
pect an increase of revenue over last year’s
receipts from  territorial—land, £25,260
mining £5,140, and timber £4,990, a total of
£35,300. From departmental, whieh includes
fees, interest, cte.,, we expect an increase of
£205,783, and from Commonwealth £7,417, a
total in those three items of £248,590. We
anficipate a decrease in revenne from taxa-
tion—due to probate duty—of £39,197, law
courts £097, and the Mint £8,318, a total of
£48,512. It is ecxpeeted that there will be
an increase in the revenue from business
undertakings, principally the Railways, of
£551,388, but there will be a reduction of
£4,063 due chiefly to the Wyndham meat works.
That will give a total of £5423825, and the
estimated increase in the revenue will thus
be £742,903. This looks a considerable sum.
It iz a considerable sum, but it iz largely
due to the increased activity of the railways.
‘While dealing with the revenne, I would like
to specially stress the position of the fores-
try receipts. Last year the timber revenue
wag £64,010, and this year it is estimated to
yield £59,000, an increase of £4,990. It i3 not
a very satisfactory inerease when we remem-
ber that a million pounds’ worth of timber
is likely to he exported. We should get a
great deal more revenue from our timber.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You are getting it in
railway freights.

The PREMIER: Last year the amount of
timber revenue transferred to special Acts
was £32,281.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You have not spent it.

The PREMIER: It has heen set asgide.
The- amount it is expected that we shall
transfer this year is £22,000. In the good
old days the money went into revenue and i:
remained there.

Expenditure increases.

The estimated increase of expenditure over
last year’s payments is £474,386, made np
as follows:—interest and sinking fnnd
£195,420, other special Aets £9,210, Domes-
tic £1,462, Administrative £22928, Bnsiness
and Trading doncerns, principally railways,
£245366. The increase in fairly econsider-
able, hut it is due to interest payable on
money advanced in connection with the sct-
tlement o0f returned solliers, and to the ex-
penditure on Dbusiness and trading concerns
necessary to earn increased revenue. But
for these ifems the increase is swmall. The
estimated interest and sinking fund increase
is £195,420. If hon. members will turn to
the estimated revenue and look at the head-
ing Departmental, and sub-heading Treas-
ury, they will find an inerease in revenue
amounting to £176,691. These two amounts
are eontra, and are the result of the borrow-
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ing on bkehalf of the soldiers. The money
has been borrowed from the Commonwealth
Government, and the interest i3 paid by the
T'reasury.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They do not pay
the whole of it,

The PREMIER: Yes. The amount of
£176,000 will be found under reimburse-
ments in aid as revenue coming back to the
Treasury. The administration expenditure
of £122,000 is made up of many small items.
The prineipal one is in comnection with
Lands Department £14,263. Then there is
an increase in the Attorney General’s De-
partment on aceount of the general election
to e lell next year. I suppose hon. mem-
hers have heard about that.

Mr. Munsic: I remember reading some-
thing about it a week or twe ago.

The PREMTER: The elections and provision
for the local option pell it is expeeted will
cost £11,644, These and other small items make-
a total of £45158. Among the decreases is
one in the Treasury of £20485. This is due
to the faet that this amount was paid away
last year in connection with the Fremantle
whart trouble and in connection with other
strikes.

Mr, O’Loghlen: What guarantee have we-
that they will not oceur againf

The PREMIER: I hope the hon, member
will cndeavour to keep the peace and gee-
that the like does mot occur again. The de-
¢rease In Agrieulture represents £1,188, and
there are other small items which bring the-
total increases to £22,226, This leaves an
estimated inerease in the administrative ex-
penditure during 1920-21 of £22,926. Ex-
cept for the faet that we ought to reduce-
the expenditure as compared with last year,
that is a comparatively small item, If we-
have inereased activity, we must expect in-
creased exuenditure in the Government de-
partments. The inerease in the Lands ex-
penilitvre is partly dne to the classification
of the pastoral areas in the Nerth, and of’
the lands to be settled in the South-West.

#Tr, Underwood: Tou expect to start that
next yeart?

The PREMIER: Ny, it is being done now,

My, Underwaod: You could not find an
ingpector with a black tracker. I have been
all over the country and have not found one.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There is 4 big increase in
the Police vote. ’

The PREMIER: T ventore to say that
the pastoralists have found the inspectors
and will continue to find them. The inspee-
tors are at work.

Mr. Underwood: What work are they do-
ing?

The PREMIER: The estimated increase
in domestic expenditure during 1920-21 is
£1,464, which makes a total inercase of
£61.891, The main items accounting for the -
ingrease are Education £41,792, due largely
to increased salaries; Police £11,373, due to-
a similar cause; Lunacy £4,61G, Aborig-
ines £2,301, Registry £814, Colonial Secre-
tary £453, and Gaols £442. The main items
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Medical and Health
relief £480, If

of reduction are

- £59,947 and outdoor
we take these two amounts, which
total £60,427, and put them against
-the inerease of £61,801 to which 1 have re-
ferred, we find that the net increase in
-domestic expenditure estimated for 1920-21
is £1,464. The big saving in the Medieal
and Health Department is due to the fact
that last year we had to provide £54,000 to
-cope with the influenza epidemic, an outlay
which we hope will not again be inevrred.

Business Underlakings and T?admy
Conecerns.

Mewbers may e interested to hear just how
the inereased revenue and expendiinre on
buginess undertakings is made up. During
this yvear I expect the expenditure to increase
hy £245.366, and the revenue T estimate will
increase by £551,888, showing a mnet im-
provement of £306,522. This T think is fairly
gutisfactory. We cannot obtain revenne from
this sourve without paying for it. The ex-
penditure on Railways is expected to be
£179,977 more and the revenue £449,574
more, thus showing a better cash position by
£269,597. I need not quote the compara-
t1vely small items, but 1 might mentidn that
Tramways are expected to spend £29,182 more
than last year, and to preduce £26,291 more
than last year, making the cash position for
that undertaking worse by £2,891. Lighting
is estimated to require an expenditure greater

- than last year by £20,018, and to return a
revenue greater by £21,688 than last year,
showing a hetter cash position by £1,668.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Lighting is doing
well considering the time it has been operat-
ing.

The PREMIBER: State Batteries, it is
estimated, will Tequire an ingroased expendi-
ture of £1 024 and Will return an inereased
revenue of £11 683, thus giving a better cash
position. to the estent of £10,659. T have
informed members that the pet improvement

~ under the heading of business undertakinga
is estimated to be £306,522, which position
I claim must be reparded as fairly satis-
factory. T wili now give a summary of the
finaneial position of business undertakings
and trading concerns for the year 1919-20
and the cstimates for 1920-21, TLast year

" the ordinary revenue amounted to £2,505,958,
and the cstimate for the present year is
£2,706,086, Last year business undertakings
returned us £3,181,938, and the ecstimate for
the present year is £3,733,826, Trading con-
cerns produced £175, 605 whereas this year
we expect to get onlv £166 ,542, 4 decrease
of £9,063.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why is that?

The PREMIER: Because they are not ex-
pected to pay so well this year as they did
last vear. [For instance, we ecannot expee.t
to earn so much by way of shipping freights
as we earned last year. Last year the ordin-
ary expenditure was £1,713,143, whereas this
year it is estimated to reach £1,737,533. On

Jlast year

business uvndertakings and trading coneerns
the expenditure last year was £2,586,383
compared with an estimate of £2,831,749 for
the present year, Interest and sinking fund
amounted to £2,232 199, whereas
this year it will be £2,436,820, If we take
the actual aggregate revenue of £5,863,501
and put it against the actual aggregate ex-
penditure of £6,531,725, we find that the
shortage in 1919-20 was £668,224, whereas
taking the totals estimated for 1920-21 we
have a revenne of £6,606,404 and an expendi-
ture of £7,006,111, or a shortage during the
present vear of £399,707. A great deal of
our ¢apital is invested in business undertak-
ings, the chief of which are the Railways.
These business undertakings account for in-
vestments totalling £25,000,000, and that
money I think has been very well invested.
In trading comcerns we have investéd
£1,300,000, and the two together represent
investments of a total of £26,800,000. I
now wish to show what the result of these
investments has been. The revenune received
last year was £3,357,543, and the expenditure
was £2,536,333, ]ea.vmg a gross surplus of
£771, 1):) but the interest charges against
that £26,800,000 at 41 per cent. was
£1,139,000, and the sinking fund £268,000,
a total of £1,407,0000 If from the last
named amount we deduet the gross serplus
of revenue over expenditure—£771,155—it
reveals a shortage of £635,840, which was

ronghly the deficit for that year, namely,
£668,225.
Mr, Munsie: But that i3 including the

whole of eur railways.

The PREMIER: Certainly. Taking the
fignres for the present year we find that the

- gross surplus of revenue over expenditure is

expected to be £1,068,619, and the interest
and sinking fund charges £1,407,000, show-
ing a shortage of £338,381, which is almost
the estimated deficit for this year, namely,
£309,707. This is where the trouble lies,
Our people are contributing quite sufficient
in the way of taxation to pay for the ordin-
ary purposes of government such as the
education of our people, police protection,
and that sort of thing, They are contribut-
ing reaily more than sufficient to meet the
expenditure under those heads, hut it is in
connection with invested money that we are
losing, and it is here that we must leok for
some reform if we are to square the finaneces.
I have already pointed out to members that
the improvement in the anticipated defieit
for 1920-21 as against the' deficit for last
year is really equivalent to the improvement
in the operations of these business under-
takings and trading concerns. I think the
Heuse would do well to bear in mind that
this invested money iz worth looking after.
We should do well to inguire whether it is
1ot possible by some means or other to make
these investments pay. It might bhe that
we need more people; it might be that we.
need greater activity in connection with
these undertakings. Tf we could put another



576

30,000 people into this State, there would
be no question about railways, harbours, and
other works represented by our investments
paying very well indeed.

Hon. W. Q. Angwin: Of course you do not
believe in hHanding them over to private en-
terprise.

The PREMIER: Why not?

Hon. T, Walker: The railways?

Government Property Sales Fund,

The PREMIER: The details of the
Government Property Sales Fund = will
he found on pages 114-119 of the
Estimates.  The total receipis for last

year amovnted to £92,742, Of this sum,
loan yielded £77,961 and revenue and trust
£14,781. At the 30th June, 1920, the fund
stood as follows: Balance at the 30th June,
1919, £221,586, receipts for 1919-20, £02,742,
a total of £314,328. There is an adjustment
of credit recoup from the Commonwealth
due to a3 Treasury error last year to the
amount of £44,212 which left in the fund
£270,115. The payments during the year
1819-200 amounted to £110,637, leaving a bal-
ance unexpended at the 30th Jume, 1920, of
£159,478. The amouvnt provided for expen-
diture during the present year is £141,462.

Increased Towation mot propesed al present.

Ags members will realise, I do not propose
to infroduce any measure of increased taxa-
tion at the present time. I do not know what
will happen during the next few months.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The ‘‘West Australian’’
forecasted it this morning.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That paper gave
the figures for the Budget Speech in this
morning’s issue,

The PREMIER: The figures were not oh-
tained from me, anyhow,
Hon. W. C. Angwin:

‘before me.

The PREMIER: T believe the ‘‘Weat
Australian’’ remarked that there would be
incressed taxation. We hear a great deal of
talk about increased taxation; we hear from
different quarters that there ought to be in-
cressed taxation.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
land values? .

The PREMIER: Perhaps that would be
a very good thing. There is a very great
demand for an inerease in the amount of the
income 1ax exemption. Only the other day T
received a letter from an organisation in
Melhourne, asking that the exemption under
the Income Tax Aect be raised to £400. T do
not know what would become of the State
revenne if we increased the exemption to
that figure.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You admit that they can
make out a good case?

The PREMIER: Of course, everyone can
make out a good case, but if everybody in
this State were exempted from the payment

I have the figures

Taxation on unimproved
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of income tax up to the amount of £400, we
would réceive very little revenue from that
gource. I belicve in increased activity. I be-
lieve in getting revenue from increased pro-
doction, inerensed trade and increased ac-
tivity on every hand. The country camnot he
taxed into prosperity. It is only right that
the people should pay a fair and proper share
of taxation, We have our obligations to:
meet and I believe that the people are will-
ing to meet them. If T cowld sec any way of
wiping out thiz anticipated deficit by taxa-

-tion without injuring the prospeets of the-

country, I should consider it quite right to
adopt that course, but I cannot see how we
can raise any very considerable sum in this.
way, 80, At the present time, I do not pro-
pose to ask the House to agrec to increased
taxation. T say ‘‘at the present time’’ ad-
visedly, of course,

Mr, O'Loghlen: How de you feel towards.
the proposal of the ‘‘West Australian'’?

The PREMIFR: I do not think much of”
it. T econsider that prosperity will come-
fromn the agrieultural, pastoral, timber, and
mining industries. I want to show hon. mem- -
bers what the financial position is. Tt will be-
remembered that I told the House I had re-
ccived *an offer from London of £2,000,000-
on very favourable terms. T could not ac-
cept that money becaunse T 1id not know
what to do with it. It is not often that the-
Treagurer of this State is in that position.
I had to eay, *‘ Thank yon, I cannot take it *"
T hope when it is wanted it will be available.

The Minister for Mines: You do not refer-
to me, I suppose. s

The PREMIER: A yoar ago we borrowed
one and "2 half millions of money and we-
have it still.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are using the-
money the Labour party borrowed.

The PREMIER: They spent it themselves.
Tt was not there when I went to the Trea-
sury 15 months ago.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: TJt is coming in now,

Mr. O’Loghlen: In repayments to the-
Industries Assigtance Board.

The PREMIER: We have, in eash in
hand, in Perth and the TFastern States,
£297,610, and in London £211,051, making a
total of £508,661. We have wheat ecertifi-
cates that we can turn into cash, amounting -
to £176,325, war bonds amounting to £1,670,.
cash at call, Commonwealth Goverament re-
coup of advances for soldier settlers,
£797,388, and at the London County West-
mingter and Parr’s bank, on advances avail-
able on account of the sinking fund £80,000,.
a total of £877,388, making a grand total of
£1,564,044, A great proportion of this sum
is earning interest. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment debit is earning interest, and we are
getting interest on our own morey. We are -
also earning money on the wheat certificates.
This money is at call and we can spend it at
any time we please, and, as I have said, we -
are earning interest on a great proportion of
it.
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Loan Ezpenditure.

I Qo not know what the loan expenditure
this vear will be. Tt will be “utterly impos-
sible to get encugh men to carry out any ex-
tensive works,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Oh no.

The PREMIFER: Last year’'s loan expen-
diture was £2,663,320. 1 will show how this
is made up, On soldier settlement we spent
£2,051,625, which is earning full interest.

Hoen. W, C. Angwin: Why do you say on
soldier settlement? Why do you not say on
buying people’s land?

The PREMIER: I say on soldier settle-

ment, Why does the hon. member ask?
Hon. W. . Angwin: I want to know the
truth.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
expeet me to steal people’s land, their sheep
and other stock? We bought the land. If
I wanted half of the hon. member’s block at
Fremantle for- soldier settlement he would
expect 0 be paid s fair thing for it, and
rightly g0. I do know that the best that
conld be done for the soldiers in the way of
buying land has been done, and the land has
heen bonght cheaply.

Mr, Pickering: That is so.

Mr. Jobhnston: At much below its value.

The PREMIER: TIf the hon. member will
look into the matter of the purchases he will
find that this is so. On trading concerns and
railways we apent £359,240. It is possible to
earn full interest and sinking fund on this
investment in the near futurs. The other
loan expenditure waas £252,455. I suppose
there never was less loan money expended in

.a year than was spent last year.

Mr. O’Loghlen: And never less in the
way of public works put in hand.

The PREMIER: No. They could not be
put in hand, for it would have meant with-
drawing men from more valunable production-

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I wish you would put
some men on to repair some of the railways.

The Minister for Mines: They are all
right.

The PREMIER: X should like to be able
to put someene on to repair the Fremantle
tramway track.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
bad as your own.

It is not nrearly as

Loan Authorisations and Flotations.

The PREMIER: As will be seen from
Return No. 6 the loah authorisations and
flotations were respectively £50,709,173 and
£47,802,778, the balance available for flota-
tion being £3,106.395. Our borrowings are
eosting us in interest £1,942 302, and in sink-
ing fund £315141. This is on a capital
of £46,822,003. Of this, £46,822,003, we have
invested in railways, agricultural bank, sol-
diers settlement, harbours and other buosgi-
ness concerns, earning interest or having a
reasonable opportunity of earning interest,
£34,707,086, and in trading concerns
£1,800,000, .
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" Hon. W. C. Angwin: And that is what is
going to make the State bankrupt.

The PREMIER: Further, a sum of
£3,529,387, not earning interest, but which
should be able, with an inereased population
and increased aetivity, to recover and pay
interest. That means that this £40,000,000 is -
money that can be said to be well invested.
Tt is trme that £6,783,530 has been spent on
works of a developmental nature, which can-
not earn inferest, at all events in a direet
manner. Of that som £2.807,653 is for the
funding of the deficit. When we remember
that we have a sinking fund of £6,848,825,
and that the Commonwealth owe us on trans-
ferred properties £830,000, the position so
far as berrowed money is concerned must be
deemed to be safisfactory. Against this
money; which does not earn interest in a
direct manner, we therefore have this total
of £7,678,825. The expenditure of borrowed
moncy has been fairly well looked after.

Mr Pickering: Since whent?

Hon. W. G, Angwin: Hear, hear!
you had acwitted that before.

The PREMIER: It is fairly well covered.
Of covrse money had been so well invested
over some periods-—I1 say that advisedly—
that it possibly covered some money which
was not so well invested pver other periods.

Mr, O'Loghlen: From 1911 onwards! -

The PREMIER: We built onr goldfields
lines very cheaply, and some of our agrieul-
tural lines very cheaply.

Hon, W. C, Angwin. They have had to be
built over again.

The PREMIER: We did build very
cheaply in those days. The hon. member
knows that for a few hundred pounds a mile
we laidthe railway from Southern Cross to
EKalgoorlie, and that some part of the Mur-
chison line also was laid very cheaply. We
have assets worth a great deal more to-day
than they cost. T am going to justify the
inveatment of this borowed money. I am not
very much econcerned about the method of
expenditure from time to time, but T am
eoncerned, as I hope the Committee is, to
know that this money is well eovered by
fairly substantial assets. This invested
money ought to pay its way.

Heu, W, C. Angwin: Tt would in normal
times.

The PREMIER: Had there beén no war
it would have been paying its way now.

Hon, W, G, Angwin: And you would not
be where you are.

The PREMIER: I was very comfortable
on the Opposition bench, but as I am here
now I think I will stay., Return No. 7 clas-
sifies the main head of loan expenditure, and
indicates how our loan money has been
spent.

I wish

The Siaking Fund.

Something was said about a desire to do
away with the sinking fund. A sinking
furd means sound finance. The invest-
ment in repurchasing the State’s stock
is alsp sound. Return No. 12 contains some
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valuable information. The deficit eormmenced
in 1911, T want to show what the relative
positions of the sinking fund was. The
growth of the sinking fund during the
period 1911 to 1920 was £4,293,513, and the
growth of the deficit was £4,100,003.

The Minister for Mines: That includes
the surplus earried over from 1910,

The PREMIER: Tke total sinking fund
now amounts to £6,848,825, being an increase
of £694,120 for the past year. This is made
up by contributions under special Acts
£314,44%, and State .steamers £5,250, a total
of £319,602. The interest on this money
amounts to £386,628, less redemptions
£12,200, making a total of £694,120. Whilst it
is true that we have had a deficit of £668,225
last year the contribution to the sinking fund
from that amount was £319,000, or nearly
£320,000, and the invested sinking fund
earned £386,000. I doubt if it is very clearly
understood that our sinking fund is quite
what it i5. It is certainly not understood by
ovr friends in the Eastern States, I had an
opportunity of discussing the matter with
them. Almost invariably they say, ‘‘You
are in a bad way in Western Australia, and
have a tremendous deficit.”” When we reo-
ply that we have contributed a great deal to
the sinking fund, they say ‘‘We have mnever
heard of it.’'

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They did not hear
it when Mr, Colebatch went there, It did not
suit him to say that.

The PREMIER: Our excess on account
of sinking fund over the deficit was
£25,895, and we redeemed £12,200 worth of
stock, T will make a comparisom between
our ginking fund and those of the Eastern
States. In New South Wales up to the 30th
June, 1919, they had set aside £388,259.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: They paid none
during the war. .

The PREMIER: That represents a de-
crease of £116,662 since 1911. In Vie-
toria the total sinking fund amounted
to £7977,611, an increase since 1911
of £059,746. These are the amounts
that these big States contributed.
Queensland at the 30th June, 1919, had a
sinking fund of £385,540, all of which has
been contributed since 1911. South Austra-
lia had at the 30th June, 1919, a total sink-
ing fund of £1,462,400, of which £845444
has been contribuied since 1911. Then there
is Tasmaniz with a total sinking fund of
£646,197, of which £231,596 has been contri-
buted since 1911. Thns these five States
have a total sinking fund of £4,860,007, of
which £2,305,663 has been contributed since
1911. The position here in Western Ausg-
tralia is that since 1911 we have increased
our sinking fund by £3,250,973; and it new
stands at £6,132,008. The other five States
have a total indebtedness of £352,719,073, as
against our total indebtedness of £43,637,076.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But in 1916 your
party said that the sinking fund should not
be taken into consideration, that the debt
was there notwithstanding the sinking fund.

[ABSEMBLY.}

The PREMIER: I am now saying what
I bhave to say to-night, that with their enor-
mous indebtedness the other States have
made very little provision by way of sink-
ing fund, and that during the last eight years
we have coniributed a million pournds more
towards sinking fund than all the ‘other
States put together.

State Savings Bank.

The State Savings Bank deposifors’ bal-
ances have risen during the past year from
£5,453,922 to £5,576,281, an increase of
£122,359. ‘That increase, of course, is not
satisfactory. The number of accounts rose
from 125370 to 130,512, an increase of
5,142, The average amount per account de-
eg%aésed from £43.503 in 1919 to £42,726 in
1920.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who is going to give
the State Savings Bank morney at 314 per
cent. when 414 per cemt is obtainable else-
where?

Commonwealth Payments.

The PREMIER: Y car say nothing to-
night with regard to the per ecapita payments
from the Commonweglth. The position is aa
it was when I produced the Eatimates to the
House last year. We are still collecting on
the old basis, and will continve to do so
until the Federal Parliament alters the ar-
rangement. My own belief is that the ar-
rangement will not be altered. At all
events, no attempt to do se will be ‘made
before the holding of 2 convention.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you think the eonven-
tion, if held, will prevent a reduction?

The PREMIER: No, I do not think so. I
do not believe the Federal Parliament will
permit a reduetion.

Loan Works,

Now, there must be some loan expenditure
during’ 1920-21 because there are certain
works that must be done. The member for
Kanownz (Hon. T. Walker) has a railway
at Faperance, and as we go on that railway
will be completed. Then there is the Ben-
enbbinline, the Margaret River railway, the
extension from Nyabing, and there is also
the Denmark-Bridgetown line. I hope to be
able to do something this year as regards
railway building. In my view our policy
ought to be to build, say, 100 miles of lino
per annum, until the lines required to com-
plete the railway system of Western Aus-
tralia have been laid dowm. The advisory
board are ,nmow reporting on various pro-
posals for lines that are necessary to com-
plete the system as regards our agricultural
lands. There is not very much to do. Our
policy should be to lay down surface lines
as far ag possible for the opening up of both
agricultural and mining districts to serve
until such time as the districts develop.
There iz something to be dome also in con-
nection with harbours. There iz some work
required at Fremantle, Geraldton, and in the
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North-West, and possibly at Bunbury. Cer-
tain jefty exXtensions and new jetties are
reguired in the North-West, and there will
also be some expenditure in this connection
&t Busselton, though not very much. Var-
ious water supplies require aitention, Perth
water supply will have to be gone on with,
as the city cannot continue mueh longer fo
draw its water supply from temporary
souress. We have had an engineer from
Victoria here to inquire into the matter of a
water supply for Perth, and we hope to re-
eeive his report in a few weeka
As regards Geraldton water supply, I hope
to let the Geraldton people know next week
what c¢an be done. Undoubtedly Geraldton
wants a water supply very hadly, Thers is
also a work of this nature required at Collie,
but that will not be a very expensive job,
Then there will have toc be some money spent
on drainage in the South-West, where the
rivers and brooks must reeeive attention. As
o matier of fact, drainage is far more im-
portant than irrigation to the South-West.
At any rate, drainage must go before irriga-
tion. In connection with existing lines of
railways, thera is the Fremantle deviation,
there is a certain amount of relaying and of
belated repairs, and there is some rolling
stock to he snpplied. Full particulars on
these points will be furnished to hom. mem-
bers when the Loan Estimates are snbmitted.
As regards the Fremantle deviation, the
bridges must come down sooner or Jater, and
we must get on with that work, The in-
creased shipping demands that the Fre-
mmantle harbour should be extended, and T
suppose that work will take some years.
New bridges must be erected there.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: TIf it is not donc
promptly, the Government will have to pay
mcre for damage.

The PREMIER: Yes, the work must be
undertaken. Now let me say a word or two
aboat the departments.

Pastoral Lands Classtfication.

Ag regards the Lands Department, the
member for Pilbara (Mr. Undeiwood) said
that he had not beén able to find a party
clagsifying in the North-West. As a faet,
the Teased lands of the North-West are now
being classified by seven parties—four par-
ties in the north division, two in the eastern
divison, and one party in the Kimberley
division. It is anticipated that the classifica-
tion of the north division will be completed
by the end of the year, and the same thing
applies to the eastern division. On account
of climatic conditions, the Kimberley divi-
gion will probably not be completed till the
end of next season. The classification of the
Fuela division, it is anticipated, will be eom-
pleted about the end of 1921, The areas
inspeeted up to date are, 66 million acres in
the north division, 13 million acres in the
eastern division, and four million acres in
the Kimberley division. As regards ap-
praisement; it is anticipated that 23 miliion
acres in the north division will be completed

.commenced in 1921,
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by the end of November, and the balance of
that division by March of next year. The
castern division, it is anticipated, will also
be completed by that date; and the ap-
praisement of the Euela divigion will be
All pastoral lands have
been held up for soldier settlement since the
1st July, 1919, They are now to be thrown
open, subject to preference to soldier appli-
cants. When the lands at present leased im
the north have been clascified, other pastoral
lands will be classified in advance of settle-
ment. Clasgsification enables the Lands De-
partirent to fix the rent, which must be done
after classifieation, All this werk is in hand,
or contemplated. I believe that the pastoral
lands to he thrown open shortly will be
leaged very guickly. In Weatern Australia
there is really very little desert. Generally
water can be obtained cheaply, at a shallow
depth. There is, of course, a good deal of
artesian water to be found in several por-
tions of the State. Long distance carfage
will militate against some of the leased
lands, but T think we can expect the numbers
of our.cattle and sheep in the North-West to
be douhbled. Tt is quite certain that when
those numbers are doubled, the prosperity ot
this State will be something very different
from what it is at this moment. In this way
I hope we shall achieve much bigger and
much hetter things in Western Aunstralia
than by any other means that have been sug-
gested., Our primary industries will give us
the prosperily mneeded to set this comniry on
its feet again. .

Agricultwral Lands Classification.

The classification of our wheat lands is
proceeding in the area east of the present
scttlement from Merredin to the south coast.
This is within a fairly goed rainfall. In your
electorate, Mr. Stubbs, we are eclassifying
land from T.ake Grace to the rabbit-proof
fenee, and have already located a very con-
siflerable arca of good land, an area much
greater than I thought possible. But, afier
all, this econntry is very little known. There
is a Jength of country of 300 miles, of a
considerable width, to be eclassified, and I
hope that will also show a considerazhle area
of good wheat land. Tt will certainly show
a very large area of good grazing land. The
whote of the lands of Western Australia
ought to be classified. The rainfall over
this partienlar ares i3 very good. It is much
heavier than that at, say, Doodlakine, where,
as we know, farming is carried on. Indeed,
our Westonia friends want to do something
in the way of wheat growing, I do not know
who is to take the eredit or the risk of it;
I think we shall have to let the member for
the distriet do so.

Mr, O'Loghlen: You took the risk before.

The PREMIER: Yes, but I do not want
to take any further risk of that kind unless
I am obliged to do so. Grazing farms will
be granted over isolated patches of good
land, and throughout areas where the good
land is snfficient to justify a railway. I
hope we shall be able to bring abont a very
considerable inerease in the number of
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sheep on our wheat areas. I think they will
easily carry two millior more sheep than
they are carrying to-day, while at the same
time doubling their area under crop; and
I believe that this result will be achieved in
a very few years. Of course the farmers
must have fencing wire at a fairly cheap
rate. Unfortunately we have no control
over the price of that requisite,- though T
think the price will come down before long.
Hon, members know full well what has hap-
pened in connection with our wheat areas.
They have produced millions of pounds’
worth of wealth during the five years of tme
war. Those wheat lands have been respon-
sible for a great deal of the work that has
been done in Western Australia, and for a
pgreat deal of the wealth that has been
breught into this State.  Therefore 1 say
that if we can double the crops in the wheat
areas and put another million sheep on them,
and also 100,000 dairy cows, we shall be
doing a national work of the first order. I
hope I shall be long enough in office to see
that brought about. The eclassification of
the wet lands' of the South-West, from here
to Albany, is a very big work. We have
located 10,000 farms now, and of conrse
there are very many more to be located be-
tween here and Albany. That vast area of
land can be settled, but its classification

must first be done, and that work has oceu--

pied pretty well 12 months, costing a good
deal! of money. When one travels throegh
that distriet one finds a fair amount of very
good country which will earry a large popu-
lation. The preparatory work is advancing.
We can now undertake the survey of sub-
divisions in this area. The land will become
a land of closer settlemwent, a land of com-
paratively smalt farms, say farms of 100
acres. The cost of making each single farm
in the South-West is not, in my opinion, as
great as the cost of making a farm in the
wheat helt.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There is no comparison.

The PREMIER: No, T am sure it is
cheaper in the South-West,

Mr. Willcock: Clearing down there costs
£60 an acre.

The PREMIER: For that sum it could
be cleared to a toothpick. With up to date
machinery it could be cleared for a fourth
of that sum. The Agrieultural Bank knows
all about clearing in this country, because it

has paid for a great deal of the clearing

done, Tf the land down there cost £60 to
¢lear it would not be worth clearing, but if
it ean be done for £15 or £20 per acre it is
well worth it. 'We have already lost 40 or 50
years’ wvse of that land. That country is
country for closer settlement. We shall grow

maize down there and oats—some oats, T.

hope, for oatmeal—and potatoes and fruit,
and shall fatten stock, and in fact produce
for the Perth market all that it ean want.
Drainage, of course, is required, for they
have o magnificent rainfall However, we are
going to develop that area in the same orderly
faghion as we developed the wheat belt,
and T hope it will achieve the same results.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Of course if we had 10,000 wheat farms we
could get vid of them imich more quickly,
because so many people want to go in for
wheat growing. The fact remains that we
must develop all portions of the State. We
are giving some aftention to the North-West.
A Minister has been appointed who will
dovote a great deal of his time to the develop-
ment of the North. We require up there
proper transport facilities, and improved har-
bour and marketing facilities. We must
show some interest in pastoral development,
in the fisheries, and in tropical culture. We
have water supplies to attend to, just &s in
the South, and there are the nafives to be
cared for. All things for the good of this
provinee of the State will be looked after
by the Minister. Other departments will be
largely msed in this task, but the Minister
for the North-West will direct the work.

Soldier Setflement,

Now we come to soldier settlement, On the
30th Awvgust we had 3,214 men settled. Im
all, 5,758 applied. The men on their holdings
are working well. They are doing magnifi-
cent work, and with very few exceptions
making an honest endeavour to win out. It
has been necessary to purchase land to en-
able the men to settle in the distriets in
which they enlisted. Moreover, under this
gystem they have secured cheaper farms than
they could have built up. The single farms
do not necessarily mean the displacing of a
farmer to put in a soldier, for in many cases
the farms have been surplus holdings. Im
all, 48 estates have been purchased, repre-
senting an area of 223,106 acres, at a cost
of £431,949. Of those estates, 34 are open
in 381 holdings. Pyrton, of 33 holdings,
will be open to-morrow. Of the 348 blocks
available, representing 151,413 acres, only 27,
representing an area of 2,467 acres, remain
unselected. The selling cost is £8,880, or
about 2% per cent. of the total cost. So it
will be seen that this settlement has heen
very satisfactory indeed, Most of the blocks
are good. , Of course in every subdivision
of a fair-sized area we are bound to get
some blocks not so good as ofthers. Natur-
ally, our soldiers are not allowed to settle
orn. those. The total expenditure under the
Lands Department on the purchase of
estates and the provision of water supplies,
salaries, ete.,, represents £516,017; Agrieul-
toral Bank advances, £2,004,071, or a total
of £2,520,088 of which £106,608 was paid in
honds, leaving a balance of £2,413,485, of
whiel we have reeeived from the Federal
Government £1,616,097. The balance of
£797,388 is owing and can be collectad at
any -time. The average total expenditure
per soldier amounts to £790, but with the
commitments to complete the job and make
his farm what it ought to be, the total per
man runs out at £1,071. The Commonwealth
agreed to provide £4,600,000 for the settle-
ment of 3,100 soldiers, that is for advances,
resumptions, and works necessary to open
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up the land. The unexpended balance of
approximately £1,250,000 ean be used for
resumptions and works for further settle-
ment. For the future we are to get a flat
rate advance of £1,000 per man for all sol-
diers over 3,100. This money is to be used
for improvements, and the purchase of stock,
plant, ete., £625, and for resumptions and
works £375. The Federal Government have
to take their share in the losses that must
attend a settlement of this sort, First there
is the rebate of interest to the soldier up
to £325. The Fedéral Government share
in the loss to the extent of 1214 per cent.
That is to say, for every million of money
which we get from them, they give us
£125,000 to cover losses and make rebates
of interest to the soldiers during the early
atages of their settlement.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: That ineludes the
rebate of interest.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Then there is very
Tittle left.

The PREMIER: No, there is a great deal
left. T hope it. will be enough. At any
rate, it i8 the best form of settlement which
this country has ever had. If we could get
unlimited returned soldiers and settle them
as cheaply and well as we- have settled the
3,000 odd, it would be the Lest thing that
¢ould happen the State. We require to have
development, and at our own expemse. TUn-

der this system our loss is minimised to the

irreducible, T should like to see 10,000 sol-
diers still waiting to be settled under this
acheme, if only the Federal Government
wonld foot the bill. We have in all 15 in-
gpectors distributed over the wvarious d4is-
tricts. Their reports show that the mén are
of good type, that they are working enthus-
tastically, and that in the main their pros-
peets are very good indeed. The Agricul-
tural Bank has 8492 clients. The total ad-
vances outstanding amount to £35,047,208.
‘The average advance oufstanding is only
£360.

Industries Assistance Boaerd.

Let us consider the position of the ordin-
‘ary settler under the Industries Assistance
Board., There are 1,931 ordinary settlers,
497 soldiers, and 418 settlers under Clanse
6, or a total of 2,806, The indebtedness at
the 30th March of the ordinary settlers was,
principal £1,610,822, interest £115,631, or 3
tptal of £1,725853. But they paid in
£1,214,719, and their estimated payments to
outside creditors and to settlers for clearance
amounted to £122,404, leaving £1,092,315, or
g ™t indebtedness at the 31st Maich of
£633,538. The advances made since then
have been on account of current stock. The
equity in the Wheat Pool of these 1,981 farm-
ers 1s approximately £400,000. Se it will be
:seen that there is not very mnch owing. Of
course not all the acecounts are good, but
gtifl it will be admitted that the position
is very satisfactory.
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Hon./W. C. Angwin: Yon will he able to
close down the beard shortly. It was only a
temporary expedient.

The PREMIER: The area under crop hy
clients of the board is 555823 acres. [f we
allow ten per cenf. for hay from, say,
500,000 acres, it represents £2,000,000. The
farmers under the TIndustries Assistance
Board have' heen a very valuable asset fo
the State. The Board has paid to Govern-
ment departments on behalf of the indebt-
eflness of its clients for land rents, interest
on loans, ecte., three-gnarters of a million
pounds.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And the boawrl has
been a very valuable asset to the farmers.

The PREMIER: Certainly. The claims of
outside creditors were originally £678,228,
of whieh £286,000 hag Leen paid, or will be
patd shortly. The ameuwnt paid from the
1918-20 harvest was £17,728, and the ap-
proximate further payments are estimated
at £40,000. Thus it will be seqp that the
£678,228 of the original elaiin will have been
reduced by at any rate £325000. Since the
inception of the board, these farmers have
delivered to the Wheat Pool wheat of*the
value of £4,173966.

Hou, W. . Angwin: It is nothing more
than they have bad out; they have only re-
turned if.

The PREMIEE: I thought I had made it
clear that they have Haid this money from
crops which they grew, and that they have
almost paid for the money advanced to grow
the erops. Is not the country the better hy
that £4,000,000% Of course it is.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Are they any better
off for having had fhe money advanced to
them#t

The PREMIER: Of course. There has
been a production of wealth to the extent of
four millions that would not otherwise have
come in.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Due to the fore-
sight of the Labowr Govermment. |

The PREMIER: 1 admit the Government
of which my friend was a member happened
te be in office at the time.

Hon. T. Walker: A very grudging admis-
sion,

The PREMIER: T admit frankly my
friends opposite intraduced the legislation,
bt T introduced the methods which brought
about this result. In the Edueation Depart-
ment there is to be no change in policy. In-
creases in salaries are provided for all ranks.
The increased expenditure will amount to
£60,202 less a refund of strike money
£18,500, the net increase being £41,792. The
proposal is te amalgamate all brauches of
techmieal education, including the Kaleoorlie
Sehool of Mines and the Narrogin School of
Agriculture.

-
-

-

The Mining Industry.
I desire to say & word or two in regard to
the mining industry. The total mineral pro-
fluction to the 30th .June last was wvalned at
£149,475,588, The total mumber of men
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employed in the industry in 1913 wad 0,265
and in 1919, 8,346, a decrease of 919. That
of course is a serious matter and must affect

production. The total production of gold to
the end of July, 1920, was cvalued at
£142,108182. During 1919 Wegtern Auns-

tralia produeed 56.73 per cent. of the total
output of gold in the Commonweslth, For
the year ended December, 1919, the value of
the gold production of the State was
' £3,11813, and for the frst seven months
of 1920 £1,463,355. The causes of the de-
crease were the industrial troubles on the
woodlines, the natural depletion of old mines,
the want of efficient labour on the big pro-
ﬂucers, while the miners’ exodus to new
finds bas accentnated the shortage of labour
on the producing mines. The dividends paid
by gold mining companies during the eight
months ended 31st Auvpust last totalled
£195,333 and the total dirvidends paid to
date amoung to £27,619,997. Towards the end
of last year discoveries were made at Hamp-
ton Plains, Mt. Monger and St. Ives. Some
rich retuarns were obtained and many leases
werd® taken up, but development is not sunffi-
ciently advanced to jnstify an estimate of
the importance of those new districts. I be-
lieve, however, that some mines of import-
ance will be developed as the resuit of the
operations, which have been taking place.
The discoveries have Atimulated prospecting
from one end of the State to the other. We
have @ very large area of auriferous comm-
try and there is no reason why other mew
finds should not be made.

Mr. Pickering: What about the new find
out from Cue? .

The PREMIER: I will leave the Minister
for Mines to deal with that, With regard to
coal, the total production for thiz Btate
amounts to £2,483,435. There has been an in-
erease in the production as between 1918 and.
1919 of 64,674 tons. The figures for 1918
were 337,039 tons and for 1919 401,713
tons. The value of the prodoction in 1918
wag £204,319 and in 1919 £270,355, the in-
crease in value being £06,036. To increase
our supplies of coal and test for the best
varieties boring is being carried on at Wilga
and at Trwin River. In this direction the
Ciovernment have cxpended £506 at Wilga and
£765 at Irwin River. The advances in sid
. of the mining industry granted for the year
ended 30th June, 1919, amounted to £8,352,
while for the year ended 30th Jume last,
this som was inereased to £25,024, The
Government have appointed a prospecting
board to deal with applications for assist-
ance. The number of returned men who
have been assisted by the Government to
date is as follows: Equipment and plant
171, sustenance 38, and the cost has heen
£2 ‘[4" SEhe Government have expended in
assushng goldiers £864. The Federal Gov-
ernment are also conrributing in this divee-
tien, but I do not know what their expendi-
ture will be. The assistance which has been
rendlered has been fully justified and the re-
solt will be of imcalenlable benefit to the
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State. The ﬁnder of St. Ives was assisted
by the Government with camels and equip-
ment and ag a result 275 leases and 69 pros-
pecting areas were taken up,

Mr. Munsie: And some good mines will
result, toe.

The PREMIER: I think so, An assisted
prospector has just submitted samples of
silver lead ore. These have been assayed at
Boogardic with the following resillts: Silver
dozs, 19dwis. 5gra.; lead 41 per cent, by fire
assay, apd there was also a trace of gold

Mr. Munsie: Tt is to be hoped it is an-
other Broken Hill

The PREMIER: I hope so, too. With
mg.n-d te State batteries there are 30 oper-
ating, this numnber workmg 205 head of
stamps. The capital “expenditure on State
batteries to the end of 1919 was £1,210,084,
and the loss on working was £639,279. "The
total value of the ovtput from the inception
of these batteries to date is £5,244 748,

Mr. Munsiec: The State battery was the
means of Meekatharra being opened up.

The PREMIER: I know they have done
a great deal of good. -

Mr., Munsgie: And indireetly they have
paid for themselves.

The Railways.

The PREMIER: With regard o the rail-
way system, it is anticipated that during the
Fear the earnings will be £2,725,000, and the
working expenses £2,189,800, leaving a sur-
plus of £535,200, The interest bill will
amonnt to £720,000, so that there will be an
estimated loss of £184,800. The improve-
ment gver last year’s result iz estimated to
be £240,215. The tonnage carried over our
railways in 1918-19 was 2,379,403 and in
1919-20 2,613,606, an inerease of 234803
tons. An additional train mileage of 594,819
was run to cope with the additional business.
The inerease in fares and freights from De-
cember 1919 to June 30th, 1920, amounted to
£148,400, The vailways have to be managed
on business lineg; it would be a very bad
thing if we departed from that system. The
increased expenditure amocunted to £432,000, -
The arbitration increase in wages aeecunted
for £204,000 and the increased priee of
stores to £138,000. The inereased charges are
not sufficient to meet the special expenditure.
There was, of course, an increase in passen-
ger fares and freight, but the two together
were not sufficient to cover the total ex-
penditure.

Mr. Pickering:
further increases?

The PREMIER: T am content forgthe
moment to have the public pay £274,000, but
I want hon. members fo realise that the rail-
way system ought to pay.

Mr. Pickering: What about the new ex-
tengions?

The PREMIER: There has been a sug-
gestion for the imposition of a land tax to
cover the loss on railways, but let me point
out that the farmers have a sixth of the ton-

Are you eontemplating
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nage ‘whieh is carried over the railways and
they have abeut two-thirds of the tax to pay.

Mr., Munsie: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. Willeock: The people who did not
improve their land would have to pay.

The PREMIER: The farmers would be
paying all along tle line.

Mr. Willeock: There would be varying
degrees of payment.

The PREMIER: Why should the farmers
be called upon to pay more 50 that the State
timber mills for instance might get lower
freighta?

Mr. Willeock: The people who improved
their land would not pay so much,

The PREMIER: The hon. member ap-
parently does not know what has been done
during the past few years., Of course we are
always anxious to pass a tax on to someone
else. It must be conceded that the man on
the land has dome his dety fairly by this
country during the last 10 years. But there
iz no need to do that. The increased freights
and fares in the various Australian States
hetween 1915 and 1919 are:—Western Aus:
tralia. 17.89 per cent.; South Australia 15.18
per cent.; Vietoria 19.98 per eent.; Queens-
land 22.21 per cent., and New South Wales
28.51 per cent., so that, with the exeeption of
South Australia, the increase in this State
haks been the lowest of any State in the
Commonwealth, In Western Australia the
average cost per ton mile i3 1.844., and the
average receipts work out at 1.61d., which
gives a grosz loss of .23d. The poods which
are carried at less than 1,84d. per ton per
mile represent our loss.

Mr, Willeock: Superphosphate,
stance.

The PREMIER: Yes. Of the total goods
traffic, the uwnremumerative rates represent
82.03 per cent., and the remumerative rates
17.97 per cent. As the member for.Gerald-
ton mentioned, fertilisers are nnremunerative,
the approximate loss on the -carriage of this
eommodity being £66,000 a vear.

for in-

Tramways and Eleﬂtric;'.ty Supply.

The estimated earnings of gur tramways in
1920-21 are £214000 and the working ex-
penses £173,210, which will leave & gross
surples of £40,780. The interest on the
capital will be £30,000 and, allowing for the
amount of the three per cent. payment to
loeal awthorities, £6,420, the estimated net
profit will be £4,370, This undertaking is
now paying.

Mr, Munsie: How much of that is going
to be swallowed up by belated repairs?

The PREMIER: Not very much. It is
estimated that in the present year the ecleec-
tricity supply will earn £84,660. The work-
ing expenses are set down at £55,038 and the
antiquation fund at £8,000, a total of £63,038,
which leaves a gross surplus of £21,622,
The interest will be £21,000, and the esti-
mated profit will therefore be £622. 'This
concern alse is now paying itd way. The
power station uses local coal exeingively and
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last year 31,000 tons was consumed. The power
house iz proving of great value to the State
by generating cheap current. As a result
of the work of this plant it has been possible
to supply cheap current to the people of the
city and suburbs of Perth for lighting and
cheap power to the manufacturers, flour
millers, and people engaged in industry. I
believe that the operating costs of our power
house are lower per unit than those of almost
any other power house in the world, and we
give the people of the metropolitan area the
full benefit of the cheap power which we
have to sell. These works, I think, will result
in a pgreat deal being done to encourage
manufactures in the metropolitan area.

Agricultural Department.

I have not very mmeh to say about the
partment of Agricultwre. I think it is an
important department and has done very
goocl work for the State. The time has come,
however, when the activities of this depart-
ment should be confined to the giving of
advice and direction on all matters pertain-
ing to production. Iis funections should be
to advise agriculturists and producers how
to combat plant disease, pests, vermin, ete.,
to undertake the inspection of fertilizers,
stoek, and that sort of thing, and t¢ conduct
experimental farms and supply seed wheat,
oats, ete. Tt is proposed to transfer the
control of all education, including that on
the agricultural side, to the Edueation De-
partment. The agrieultural experts will be
required to work to some definite end, and
we propose to remove all trading concerns
from the control of the department, if this
House will pass a Bill for the appointment
of a commissioner to contrel trading con-
cerng, The Wyndham Meat Works come
onder the control of the Department
of Agriculture. I hope we shall scon
be able to alter that. What we want
this department to do is to encourage
production. An extension of the dAairying
industry, for instance, would mean an ade-
quate milk supply for the towns, an adequate
butter supply, and later on would lead to
guantities of butter being available for ex-
port. The encouragement of dairy farming
near to established butter factories is an im-
portant matter. We want the department to
eacourage the production of potatoes, enions,
and other suitable crops necessary for.the
food of the people. Imcreased production in
these directions would prove of tremendous
benefit to the people of the State generally.
Our wheat farmers were .well advised to in-
crease the areas under crop this seasen. It
can be said that Western Anunstralia is the
only State where the area devoted to sheep
raising is increasing. Our wool has bronght
very high prices in the world’s markets, and
cveryone knows that our wheat is quite
equal to the world’s hest wheat. As regards
fruit, there is nothing better than our ap-
ples. The trouble is that we are not doing
enongh te prodnce these things for which
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there are veady markets. These things can
be produced and produced profitably. New
wmarkets ave being opened up in. Easterh
Agia, India, and South Afriea, and great
opportunities are offering for those who en-
gage il these industries, To this end we
propose to open up the South-West and we
propose to do everything possible in this
direetion during the coming summer,

Civil Service.

I should now like to discuss the eivil
service, I kmow that somne members think it
is quite possible to reduce the cost of the
civil serviee by a very easy and short pro-
cesg. [ know that this is in the minds of
members, T agree that reform is needed and
that economy is npeeded. This would mean
better management.” Methods in vogue are
antiquated, cumbergome and dilatory, but
that is not altogether the fault of the ser-
-vice. This is a new country and Govern-
ment departments in a new country, and par-
ticularly im 2 land of primary preduction,
are necessarily Dhrought very closely into
toueh with the daily life of the people. Tt
is not too muoel to say that no development
to any extent is possible unless it follows on
the activity which must take place in many
of the Government departinents. Take the
Lands Department: there could be no set-
tlement unless there were work in that Je-
partment, though there are some exceedingly
wise men who think that settlement eould be
brought about without sueh work., The Agri-
cultaral Rank, mines, agriculture, workg, tim-
ber and pa.stoull mdustlles all follow’ on
the work which must be done in the depart-
ments. We want our money’s worth,
whether the expenditure be from revenue
or from loan. I doubt whether we can bope
for less work in our Government depart-
ments, but I know that we must have more
effective work. T Welicve that with increased
development and with an inereasing popula-
tion consequent on the avrival of immigrants,
and a desire on the part of the people gen-
erally to produce more, we mnst have more
departments. It will not be sufficient to do
merely the work which is being doune uow,
but that work, [ repeat, must be effective.

. Twelve months ago, a great many men might
have been removed from the service. In
the Titles Office, twice as mueh work is be-
ing doue now as was done hLefore, In the
Lands Department the increase of work hag
been from 60 te 70 per cent., and similar
increases have occurred im wany other de-
partments. T hope there will be still more
workk to be dome .in our departments, but
we mast have beiter management, proper
methods and proper housing. For these
things we are responsible. If we allow the
management to be lax and ineffeient, tben
we are responsible. We are respomsible for
the methods hecause we set up those methods
by Act of Parliament. It should be possible
to get greater results in revenue, because
revenue comes very largely from the activi-
ties of Government departments. We ought
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to group all kindred activities in order to
prevent overlapping. Some of the sub-de-
partinents, T consider, could be weeded out
entirely, If we set up a man in a room
with a chair or two, he soon has a depart-
ment of his own. W@ must avoid that
sort of thing. We do not want two
departments  doing the same work, We
must  centralise. Our tradipg coneerns
are to be found scattered all over
the place. Accountants, clerks, and mana-
gers, too, are scattered. I suppose if there
is any one place which is not equipped for
the carrying on of trading concerns eitber
in method, experience, or in any other way,
it is o {osemmeut department, The Gov-
ernment desire to see these trading concerns
amalgamated and hronght together under one
head. If we do our part, economy will fol-
Jow, aud we shall get a great deal more work
from: the people whom we arc paying now.
I do not say that atl the men in the civil
surviee are first elass men, or just what we
shounld like them to be, but there are very
few men in the service who are not good
men.  However, we munst have reform, and
that reform must come from the top. We
hear a lot of talk about reform and re-
organisation, That is quite right and quite
neeessary, but we must start at the top.

My, Pickering: Yes, start at the right
end.

The PREMIER: We must start at the
top and not at the lower end of the ladder.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is easier said
than done.

The PREMIER: I do unot agree with the
hon. member.

Hon. T. Walker:
fore,

The PREMIER: I think it can be accom-
plished if we insigt that the men in charge
see that those under them carry out their
duties efficiently and satisfactorily.

My, O'Loghlen: Do you intend to do that?

The PREMIER: Inquiry should be made
into the Aduplichtion of State and Federal
activities.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Taquiry! This quesiion
has been disenssed ai every Premiers’ con-
ference.

The PREMIER: We should have an in-
quiry to find out the extent of the duplica-
tions.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If you do not know their
extent, you never will kmow them,

The PREMIER: We have State and Ted-
eral electoral departments; ours was the
first in existence. We have State and Federal
savings banks; ours was the fixrst in exist-
ence. We have twe taxation departments:
ours was the first in existence.

Mr., O'Loghlen: ¥ou bave had ten Pre-
miers' conferences at which you have dis-
russed these duplications.

The PREMIER: And we shall have tem
more anil still go on after that until we find
a remedy. No doubf the Federal Govern-

‘We have heard that be-
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ment would be quite willing that their depart-
ments should take over our work.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Queensland came to an
arrangement with the Commonwealth in the
matter of savings banks,

The PREMIER: I propose to have an in-
quiry made to aseertain what can be done to
alter the present state of affairs. T econ-
sider that theré is no reason wky the people
akould be asked to pay for two sets of officials
to do the same class of work,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Hold another Premiers’
conference.

The PREMIER: Regarding the ecivil ser-
vice; the commissiomers’ reclassificgtion and
reorganisation is being proceeded with.
Under seeretaries have been asked to suggest
reforms and economies. A special board
will have to be appointed to deal with
methods and staff,. We do not look for any
reduction, in the ataff or in the eost, but we
do look for the same staff in numbers and
_cost to do increased %vork, and I believe we
shall get it.

Wheat Pool.

The wheat pool of course is being c¢ontinued
much on the same lines as before. ‘The pool
has been in existence for five years, during
which time 53,488,741 bushels have been de-
livered. The payments, including certificates
held by the Treasury, amount to £11,942,946.

The estimated amount still to be pald to

growers iz £1,500,000. The gnarantee for the
next season is 58, per bushel at sidings. I
hope the price realised will be 10s. on rails.
The harvest prospects are very encoumgmg
indeed.

© Mr. P1ckermg. Do you think you are
taking any great risk with the .guarantee?

The PREMIER: T consider the pool has been
of great advantage to our growers. How
much longer it will be necessary to continue
the pool, I do not know., I am afraid that
our troubles in connection with the vool are
about to begin, and that we are likely to
experience some difficulty in connection with
shipping freights.

Mr. Willeock: Who is guaranteeing the
3. a bushel at sidings?

The PREMIER: The State Government,
The financing of advances by the Federal
‘Government and by the banks has been done
on the basis of interest on advances at the
rate of five per cent, which is a very low
rate. The central board will now consist of
Ministers and wheat growers’ representatives.
"The wheat and flour shipped totalled 39
million bushels, local sales practically 10
million bughels, and stocks in hand four mil-
Ton bushels. It is hoped that dividends will
be paid practically on all the pools, more
on some and a substantial dividend on the
last one. I hope the State will receive about
£750,000 from these dividends, probably
during the next mounth.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
poultry farmers.

. The PREMIER:
one.

You are killing the

We are not killing any-

'lanfls of the wheat belt.
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Hon. W. C. Apgwin:
bushel? It is scandalous.

Mr. Munsie: For sweepings,
wheat.

The PREMIER: Neo¢ Government has a
right to take from the farmers the wheat
which he can sell at 12s. a Lushel, and sell
it at a loss.

Hon. W. C. Angwin. The peeple made the

Wheat at 12s. a

third-rate

price.

The PREMIER: No.

Hon, W, C. Angwin:

The PREMIER: It is like holding a red
rag to a bull The farmers had nothing
from the people for which they did not pajy.
The people, however, have had a great deal
from the farmers which they have not paid
for. The hon. member himself has had 30s.
on the cost of bread.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Bread is nearly as
dear as it iz in England,

The PREMIER: T know that 12s. & bushel
will not pay the pouliry farmer. 1 have no

Yes, they did.

more right to take the wheat from the far-_

mer~ for less than it is worth than to go into
the hon. member’s house, take some of !ns
furniture, and sell it helow 1ts value,

Food Imports.

There can be no gainsaying the fact that
we ghonld produce and manufacture & large
proportion of our food requirements. Of
butter onr imports were valued at £488,454
and substitutes for it £20,780. Our cheese
imports were valued at £74,638, milk and
eream at £210,517, baecon at £108,407,
smoked and tinned figh £I118,652, jams and
preserves £200,691, or a grand total of
£1,216,139. We must endeavour to break
this down. -

Local Indusiries,

An oaftmeal mili is necessary, for our im-
ports of oatmeal were valued at £41,042.
Svitable oats can be grown in the South-
West, and also to some extent on better
We alse need a
woollem mill.  There have been inquiries
from England, and I hope before long the
woollen industry will be established in this
State, probably by people from the old eoun-
try. 1t is strange, when we export leather
and mallet bark, that we shonld bring hack
to this State boots, maunufactured harness,
ete. Last year we exported hides and skins
to the walue of £621,314, whilst our imports
in boots and shoes amounted to £425,644.

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
boots at Fremantle. Why not buy them?

The PREMIER: T suppose.that £425,000
represents hides and leather sold by the State
for £220,000 at the most, so that the people
in the Fastern States have had more than
half the valne, The pearls and shell industry
last year was worth £335,283. We ought to be
able to start a button manufacturing in-
dustry here. Al along thc line we should
endeavour to have industries for the mano-
facture of our raw prodvets. Our butter

They make good -
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and bacon factories are doing well. We have
given very little agsistance in that direction.
We have advanced the full eost of building
and machinery wp te £5,000 in approved
centres on long terms, We charge no in-
terest for the first year, two per cent, for
the second year, three per cent. for the third
year, four per cent. for the fourth year, and
bank rate of interest for the fifth year. Faec-
tories have been established at Northam, Al-
bany, Geraldton, Narrogin, Eatanning and
Gnowangerup, and there have heen exist-

ing factories at Bunbury, Busselton,
and Denmark. Ureameries are contem-
plated at Harvey and Ravensthorpe.

The State produced last year nearly two mil-
lion pounds of butter. For other factoriesto
manufacture our raw material in approved
cases we have made a 50 per cent. advance
on the security of the land, bunildings and
plant at ordinary rates of interest. I hope
by this means we shall get factories going.
Meat and cool storage works are approaching
completion at Fremantle and Carnarvon, and
arg shortly expected at Geraldton, Returned
soldiers are operating in flah canming and
preserving at Shark Bay. They have turned
out, about 24 tons of tinned fish, most of
which will be sold in the metropolitan mar-
ket. A British gyndicate with s capital of
£80,000 has been discussing the question of
dealing with edible and other turtles. We
tried trawling for fish in the South-West.
We located the fish but lost the boat. T be-
lieve there are good fishing grounds there for
trawling. We wmust go on with the work,
and I hope before long there will be a plen-
tiful supply of fish as the result of that
work., Apparently this is the only way of
getting cheap fish along our coast, Our
policy with regard to trading concerns is to
make the imvestments pay.

Mz, Munsie: Your policy has altered from

last year.

The PREMIER: It is the same as last
year.

Mr. Munsie: No. The policy last year

was to get rid of them.

The Minister for Mines:
progress.

The PREMIER: We do unobt propose to
start new “trading econcerns, but propose to
submit any reasonable offer for their pur-
chase to Parliament.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: You did not submit
the offer of £280,000 for the ‘‘Kangareo,’’
a sum double her value.

The PREMIER: The question of pro-
viding an adequate steamer service for the
‘North-West is being taken into considera-
tion.

We want to

Commissioner for Trading Concerns.

We are going fo ask the House to pass leg-
islation for the appointment of a Commris-
sioner for our trading concerns. The Com-
missioner will
owner subjeet to control by the Minister
and Cabinet so far as the financial side is
concerned, and subject to the eontrol! of Par-
liament. T hope the Committee will agree as

‘and the marketing of our produets.

stand in the place of an’
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to the advantage to be derived by such =
change. It should effect a saving in cost on
the previous administration. We will have
one office accommodation, one accountancy’
staff, one clerical and general staff, and
general expenses. We should have efficiency,
and be able 40 control our operating costs
At pre-
sent these things are seatiered over a num-
ber of departments, and not only cost more
money but the branches are not what they
ought to be. On the trading concerns
finances, the capital invested amounts to
£1,800,000, the annual instalment of interest
and sinking fund £100,000, and annual sales
are estinthted to yield £1,250,000. The re-
ceipts are expected to show in interest and
sinking fund £97,792 and profits £68,750, =&
total of £166,542, How can a man turn over
one and a quarter millions of money without
a proper staff and equipment? I suppose
no other business in the world would be run
on those lines, [ ]

Mr. Johnston: Can you get one commis-
sioner to control all the different industries?¥

The PREMIER: That is not expected.
Each of the varigns branches will have its
manager, but someone must have eontrol
over the whole. As they stand, these trading
concerns are a tremendous source of danger.
At the Wyndham meat works we made a
start last year, and 9,218 cattle were pur-
chased at a cost of £37,493. Tt is expected
that the payments for this season will reach
£140,476, Last year’s output was valued at
approximately £177,000. I do not know what
the losz will be on these works, but it will
be considerable.

Mr. Munsie: They are over-capitalised.

The PREMIER: There is no doubt about
that. It is the policy of the Government to
aggist the producers to get the highest poa-
sible price for their export—whether it is in
pearl shell, wheat, timber or anything else.
‘We ought to see that whatever we send away
is paid for at the highest possible price. We
propose to assist the co-operative company

with the bulk handling scheme. We have
already guaranteed an advance against pearl
shell, of which we have 80 per cent. of the

world’s supply. Our sandalwood industry
must he organigsed, and if we would get a
reasonable price for sandalwood we must
limit the export.

Immigrotion.

Immigration is under way. We want men
for the closer settlement of the land. We
also need them for work on the goldfields,
in the timber industry, and nearly every
other industry that we own. It has been
arranged that the Commonwealth are fo
asgist the States. They are to have full
coutrol -and responsibility overseas up to the
arrival of immigrants in Australia. They
are to pay the fares out to Avatralia. Pref-
erence is to be given to British ex-service
men. The States are to advise the Common-
wealth from time to time as to the nomber
and tyne of immigrants required, and are
responaible only from the time of the arrival
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of the hmmigrant in Australia. The Agent
General will determine the number of men
to come out and the class of men. We shall
have control, and the cost up to landing wil
be borne Ly the Federal Government. These
men will come out and settle in the South-
West, A fair number of children are com.
ing out, apart from those who are being
brought out by Mr. Fairbridge. There ure
some 200 war orphans with pensions, who
will be reared in Australia and should make
good citizens.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Are they fixed up
yet?

The PREMIER: The people are deler-
mined to take them and I understand they
are to come,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I understood they
could mot get them.

_ The PREMIER; I think it is arranged.
There is a considerable number of nominateld
jmmigrants to come out, During this year
730 people have arrived in the State with g
capital of £36,391. The number is nof greal,
but it is something. We could “have .ud
thousands if there had heen space om the
ships for them, .

Hon. W, . Angwin: You had no more
chance of getting that number than of flying.

The PREMIER: I say we conld have got
them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They would mnot
come here to work for the wages.

The Policy of tI:w Government.

The PREMIER: The policy of the Gov-
ernment is to have ecomomy and efficiency in
all Government departments. We want fo
encourage private enterprise. We desire to
cheapen the cost of living by producing
ample food and other requirements. We want
cheaper timber for house building and other
requirements, including firewood. Our objsect
iz to develop the primary industrics, the pas-
toval, agricultural, mining, timber—particu-
larly sandalwood—and fisheries—garticularly
pearl shell—industries. We want to encour-
age and assist in the establishment of fac-
tories to manufacture our raw products, and
we want to improve our transport and mar-
keting- facilities. We desire to assist pri-
mary producers to get the fullest possible
value for their exports. Tmmigration is also
a part of our poliey, as well as soldiers’ set-
tlement, and I Lope later we shall draw set-
‘tlers from the Eastern States. I have already
referred to onr railway construction policy. I
think we should not build less than 100 mileg
of railway per annum, We also intend to
deal with harbour improvements, drainage in
the South-West, and decentralisation as far
ag possible, including the Agrieultural Bank,
-the Indunstries Assistance Board, and the
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soldier settlement scheme. .Tt ought to be
rossible to find employment for everyone in
the State. ’

Forceast for 1920-21.

T am going to close with a forecast for the
coming year ou somewhat the same lines a3
the forecast’ which T ventured to offer last
year. 1 ean say the same things to-night,
beeause I believe that the money to come in
from the crop now growing—and X think we
ought to bhave a good crop—will be very
much more than is generally espected. 1 be-
lieve we shall get at least £7,000,000 from
our wheat, T helieve we shall get £1,500,000
in dividends from the old Wheat Pool. Qur
wool,, T expeet, will retmm us at least
£1,750,000; and from our timber I expeet
£1,000,000. This makes a total of £11,250,000
which I anticipate will eeme into this State
in eash during the enrrent year from the in-
dustries I _have mentioned. I say nothing of
20ld, because I do not know what the gold
production is likely to be; but T anticipate
that the gold won will eertainly amount to
£3,000,000, because we have always had that
amount.

Hen, W, C. Angwin: Shall we not get
anything from our fruit and potatoes?

The PREMIER: T am just dealing with
the main items,

Mr. Munsie: Western Australia is not
growing enough potatoes to feed the people
of Kalgoorlie alcne.

The PREMIER: On top of the receipts
which 1 have estimated there will be an ex-
penditore on soldier settlement of £1,000,000,
Outside that, there will not be a large amount
of loan expenditure. However, I think we
may anticipate with a fair degree of cer-
teinty that we shall have over £11,000,000 of
money from the few items 1 have mentioned.
These figures are, I think, eloquent of the
Jirosperity that this State is likely to experi-
cnee during the coming year. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that this money will come
in. T was ecriticised last year for saying
what was going te happen during the twelve
months; but I believe that everything I said
would happen did happen. The defieit, cer-
tainly, was not quite as large as I antiei-
pated; but the amount of wealth that I -an-
ticipated would come into this State as the
result of our exports did come into the State;
and I belicve that these wmillions of which 1
have spoken tomight will ¢ome., I have
mmueh pleasure in moving the first item of .
the Estimates—

Legislative Couneil, £915.
Progress reported, and leave given %o sit
again on the 21st September.

House adjourned at 10.6 p.m.
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. [Beturn No. 1.) .
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 1919-20, COMPARED WITH THE ESTIMATE.
REVENTUE. £ £
The actual amount received was ... ... 5,863,600
The Treasurer's estimate for the year was " ... 5,302,768
Or & total net under-estimate of 560,732
. EXPENDITURE. . £ £
The actual amount expended wes ... . .. 6,531,725
The Treasurer's estimate for the year was e . . 5,991,117
Or a net under-estimate of - . 540,608
DETaxs.
REVENUE, EXPENDITURE.
: Heavs. Over- Under- Qver- Under-
Estimate. | Estimafe. | Estimate. | Estimate.
TaXaTiON— £ £ £ £
Land Tax . 3,585
Licenses . 243
Income Tax e . . . 11,386
Dividend Duty - . e 9,748
Totalisator Tax . ‘- 911
Stamp Duty . " 58,543
Probate Duty . . 76,951
Commonwealth . . 2,851
TERRITORIAL, ETC.—
Land Revenue . " . 19,240 .
Mining ... . - - .- 5,540 .
Timber . . o e 9,510 .
Law Courts ... . - . e ° 2,997 "
DEPARTMENTAL—
Promier .- . .- 6,097
Land Titles . - - 7,386 .- 3,812
Colonial Treasurer ... . . 28,650 - 38 628
Mirister for Lands .- 510 . 10 094
Minister for Mines ... . 5,432 . 3 966
Minister for Mmes-—Woods and Fotest.s 2,500 . 1,074
' Minister for Education ... . . . 1,031 - 24 845
Minister for Agriculture . - 3,482 . 11,209
Minister for Pablic Health . - . 57,350
Attorney General ... e . 6,195 - 4,183
Colonial Secretary .. - - e ? 17,433 . 27,085
Minister for Works . . .- 5,224 . 1,488
Printing e - . - 12,890 - 10 164
Police . . . N . 7,262 .- 23 746
Special Acts . e - - 19,766
Residue - . 873 5,078
TrADING AND BUSINESS— ’
Railwaya ... . . . 175,426 263,302
Tramways ... . .- 17,709 18,126
Eleotric Works e . 3,357
Fromantle Harbour '!.’rust " - 29,687
Bunbury Harbour Board - .. 2,000
Staete Batteries ... . . 3,433 "t 1,226
Whater Supply and Sewarage . . 1,917 - ! 4,323
State Trading Conoerng - . . 37,405 .
Yandanooks Estate v e .- 3,900 e 3,301 -
Royal Mint . . . . 9,318 .
Tourists, Cave Houaas, ete. .- . - . . 2,079 1,232
Butter and Bacon Factories .. . 683 .
Residue (net) - ! 8,015 3,890
Totals ... .. .. 14,611 | 575,343 3,301 | 543,009
- [N v I
Net under-estimates ... £560,732 £540,608
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[Return No. 2.

REVENTUE.
STATEMENT oF RECEIPTS FROM 1014-15 AND ESTIMATE FOR 1920-21.
Heads. 1014-15. | 1916-16. | 1916-17, | 1017-18. | 1918-10.,| 11920, |EStimated,
1020-21.
£ £ £ £ £ £ £
TAXATT
Dlv:dcnd Duby ... oo e 03,016 | . 103,585 | 105,654 | 100,482 | 133,082 | 144,745 | 145,000
Stamp Dut-y 84,308 64,358 87,035 80,719 | 112,104 | 173,543 | 180,000
Land T 38,433 47,711 42,431 63,388 34,182 46,415 50,000
Income Tax U 80,646 | . 91,830 90,667 88,501 | 226,560 | 271,886 | 275,000
Totalisator Tax ... 12,125 12,442 14,775 18,713 | 42,499 45,911 50,000
Probate Duby ... .. .. 40,158 44,284 40,963 38,710 40,329 | 121,951 65,000
Ticenses ... ... o ews 44,288 43,448 40,912 39,002 40,325 40,243 40,000
Total e .. 37,062 107,058] 402,937 | 149,456 | 620,061 | 844,107 | 805,000
DEPARTMENTAL—
Land - .. .| 296,806 | 322,670 | 282,228 | 257,368 | 300,604 | 330,740 | 356,000
Mining 56,936 29,408 20,547 19,201 17,843 24,050 20,100
Royal Mint ... ... ... 28,380 29,215 30,616 30,213 80,692 37,818 29,000
Timber e 43,003 35,387 27,879 39,248 26,818 54,010 59,000

Departmcntul Fees, ete. . 334,421 395,546 431,608 418,637 453,938 b64,934 763,080

Law Courts 23,140 21,217 21,279 20,754 19,724 23,487 42,500
Harbour Dues ... 36,052 34,564 37,884 31,705 32,930 36,780 42,000
Commonwealth ... 431,287 516 104 504,487 599 239 585,668 598 278 605 600

Total e ... | 1,450,738 | 1,478,001 | 1,445,308 | 1,416,356 | .1,468,817 | 1,689,612 | 1,008,466

BUSINESS UNDERTARINGS— . )
Tarbour Boards 115,739 102,234 87,355 85,188 106,287 157,887 170,000

2,018,762 | 2,008,304 ,378,434 1,828.868 | 1,878,763 | 2,275,424 | 2,725,000

Railways
TIAMMWAYS o e e 114,028 113 948 714 141,480 134,058 187,708 214,000
Batteries ... 39,562 70 014 61,200 60,365 57,878 49,087 80,750

Avondale, Harvey, and Yan-

danooka Estates ... 17,645 28,279 26,875 29,346 18,529 14,865 14,436

Water Supply and Sewerage ... | 404,501 | 414,530 | 404,737 | 370,075 | a7L615 | 36L583 | 385,300
State Dairy Farm 3,108 2,700 2,924 2,576 3,476 2,844 3,300
Refrigerating Works, ete. . 15,668 20,377 30,651 27,542 28,726- ‘32,198 33,400
Pourlst, Cave Houses, ete. ... 10,414 8,053 6,403 8,457 11,079 13,600
Elect.‘tic Works ... . 10 007 82,580 47,164 62,972 84,660
Butter and Bacon Factorizs 15,171 19,188 18,717 24,050
Total . | 2,769,018 | ©,865,84B | 2,635,760 | 2,619,050 2,675,130 | 8,174,087 | 8,728,396
Tmme Coxmma— )
. . 5,395 5,608
]Iotels .' 28,611 87,051
Steams 101,919 158,167
Btate i’iﬂh Supply 4,809 10,555 .
Saw 803,118 236,818 03,417 137,606 172,343 175,805 166,542
Shipment of Nor-West Cattle ... 26,835
Brickworks . 9491 10,220
Quarries ... 10,308 11,101
Meat Stalls . 29,276 30,272
Implement Works 73,713 88,453 |
Total 668,117 605,081 83,417 187,666 172,343 176,805 168,642

GEAND ToTazs ... £5,140,725 | 5,366,978 | 4,677,007 4,622,586 | 4,044,651 | 5,808,501 | 6,606,404
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[ASSEMBLY.}

STATEMERT OF EXPENDITURE FROM 1914-15 TO 1919-20, AND ESTIMATE FOR 1920492‘1.

Control of Trade.
Exchange, and Observatory.

& Increase in rebates £3,001.

& Included under Frinting,

y Esbimate
Flead. I 151435, l 191516, I 1918-17. 1 1917-18. | 191819, | 1019-20, [ Esbimate
[ £ £ £ £ £ £
Special Acts ... T ... | 1,700,841 | 1,821,159 | 1,910,901 | 2,012,027 | 2,112,108 | 2,232,189 | 2,436,829
His Exceliency the Governor . 1,523 1,540 2,004 1,549 1,807 1,085 1,926
Parltamentary and Executive Council 12,101 12,198 12,329 11,587 9,620 16,111 10,985
Premier’s Qffice 1,430 1,328 3 1,744 1,796 @ 11,540 @ 17,322
Treaaury 9,325 11,803 12,867 11,150 9,046 12,628 10,850
Audit =, 8,871 8,209 ,847 046 9,023 10,337 10,
Oompnssiunnt-e A]lown.nceu . 1,782 3,002 8,700 4,882 4,167 8,425 80Q
Governinent Motor Cars . 3,770 2, 600 2,368 1,888 4,459 3,008 d 361
Government, Savings :Bank . 22,087 21,240 21,782 21,515 22,428 26,474 28,100
Government Stores ... . . 10,087 5,368 13,350 10,980 12,172 14,810 15,390
Literary and Scientific 11,134 4,353 10,507 10,442 8,230 8,750 8780
Yondon Agenc; s 9,7 7,033 8,472 7.871 8,210 10,840 10,280
Public Servtce Com.mmsmncr 2,613 1,768 1,853 1,555 1,192 1,623 2,85
Taxation 12,351 14,305 17,861 18,001 21,040 25,104 £9,719
Workers" Homes . 4,934 4,554 3,556 3,112 3,280 3,616 ,73
Miscellaneous and Refunds 45,248 47,784 b 90,202 48,717 47,338 75,210 57,122
Mines, Explosives, Geological “ete. ... 59,940 02,694 4,808 60,030 67,30 83,658 87,667
Woods and Forests ... . 10,4568 8,58 10,0868 11,220 10,873 12,562 13,746
Lands and Surveys .. 82,083 45,565 46,288 46,326 44,703 58,810 74,836
TLand Setblameut for SQIdicrs - o , 860 14,432 12,852
Agricnltnre ... . 28,501
.'g.ta;l:glhs and Vel‘mm . 12,940 48,27 57,800 54,438 82,455 88,410 67,222
. 031
Agrlcu.ltural Bank anll'.[ A Boa:d s 11,372 30,738 22,841 38,394 41,130 52,224 58,062
Crown ” Law and Branches ... 77,216 74,527 68,615 69,607 59,0089 71,760 83,404
Tducatio . 312,299 217,656 334,132 863,708 366,054 414,330 456,122
Office of Colonial Seuretary ¢ 26,934 30,252 21,189 32,297 27,522 27,655 29,156
Aborigines 0,269 8,449 ,71 1,42 12,447 13 8,535
Charities a.mi State Child.ren 85,767 87,545 86,576 88,411 60,485 113,352 | .111,841
Fisheries e 3,725 ,10 4,464 4,79 6,277 6,438 021
Gaols 21,858 22,205 20,785 20,126 21,5868 25,791 28 233
]Iarbﬂur a.nd I.lght. and Jef.tle! 28,198 28,758 28,247 27,087 19,5687 1,985 25,203
Ltt.hographic e s .- 5,279 5,282 95,742 4,718 4,885 [ €
. . 50,585 59,107 82,770 60,533 64,578 80,146 84,762
Merhca.l and Healt-h -y . 109,692 118,898 131,087 129,922 155,873 210,868 152,152
l’ohce . e 130,428 128,889 120,560 180,568 135,157 164,097 175,470
inting . .. . 42,703 46,937 44,484 36,085 38,216 54,740 80,982
Publm Works . 132,780 86,505 107,161 58,702 104,615 116,488 116,463
Total Departmental «. { 1,387,136 | 1,369,061 | 1,470,556 | 1,440,324 | 1,486,802 | 1,808,201 | 1,839,162
BUBINESS me;mm!ms .
Railways ... | 1,608,317 | 1,515,615 | 1,455,379 ; 1,464,650 | 1,572,107 | 2,009,322 | 2,180,800
Tramways . e [0 75,23 31,.44 90,567 104,031 107,705 144,028 173,210
State Batteries LR 40,756 71,839 81,367 71,642 59,674 81,652 62,576
Water Supply 222,701 234,172 ,201 220,112 227,232 245,967 263,504
Yundannoka ,24 33,022 26,771 8,281 10,041 8,845 ,000
Relrigerating Works, ebe. ... ... 11,548 15,780 21,364 19,078 19,009 20,505 21,300
Avondale and Harve,y Eatatee . 1,481 4,519 3,798 3,7 3,876 1,853 1,7
Tourists .- “ 8,385 11,957 10,231 6,416 8,476 10,985 11,963
Aborigines Ga.t.t;ke Sba.tlon 6,153 4,446 4,562 5,610 5,219 2,079 8,013
Electric Works . . - 8,254 20,480 28,297 43,019 63,038
State Itairy Farm ... . .- 3,548 3,152 3,141 2,778 3,066 4,664 3,950
Butter and Bacon Factories vee 16,6606 | 20, 537 18,820 23,555
Tinding Concerns ... e . . 8,446 .
Totul Buainess ... . | 1,015,884 | 1,075,724 | 1,066,644 | 1,934,415 | 2,064,720 | 2,686,883 | 2,881,740
+  TRADING CONOERNS.
State Steamers e e we| 108117 139,582 ” .-
State Brickworks X X - 1,480
State Implement Works ... e | 142,300 160,875
State QuArries . 11,384 8,384 . 1,450
State Sawmills V- 411,994 231,862 -
State Hotels . e 26,472 26,497 .
State Fish Snppl[eﬂ e 6,25 14,702
9tate Meat Stalls 80,220 28,215 . 3,200
Shipment of Nor'- West Catile . 34,480
' 5,744,168 | 5,774,408 | 5,338,001 | 5,428,235 | 5,663,729 | 6,626,783 | 7,107,740
Less Rebabes, ete. ... .. | 97,624 | 08,207 | 01,287 | 99,956 ,864 [ 95,068 | 101,620
Totals ... £| 5,708,642 | 5,705,201 | 5,276,764 | 5,328,279 | 5,596,865 | 6,531,725 | 7,008,111
@ Includes transfer from Miscellaneo b Includes £43,071 for loss on operations Royal Commission

¢ Inclodes Pubhc Gardens, Regi&try. Friendly Societies, Immigration, Messengers’
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SYNOPSIS OF BALANCE SHEET AT 30t JUNE, 1920, AND PREVIOUS YEAR.

Dr.
London County Westminster and Parr's Bank

Commoenwealth Government

Sinking Fund

Treasurer's Advance

General Loan Fund

Government of Vietoria ..

Savings Bank .

Insurance Companies Act Deposnta
Trust and Deposib Acoounts generally

Government ...
Investments
Stores on hand ..
Treasurer’s Advance
Cash in hand—

Treasary

Wheat Oartl.ﬁc&tes
Insurance Companies Aet, Deposlf:s
General Account .
Government Sawngs B.!mk Aceounﬁ
Fixed Deposits with Bank
Eastern States
London
Remittances and Dra.fts m tramsuu
Consalidated Revenue Fund
Deficiency Account

Government Savmgs B&nk Sundry Debtors etc

Settlement—Ad vances by Commonwenlth

591
\
1919. 1620,
£ s.d £ a8 d
1082156 0 3 461,200 14 3
53934 1 11
6,157,257 17 6 6846128 1 5
19,326 7 11
227,519 0 3 580,132 12 3
250,000 0 §
5,604,059 2 1 5,797,619 4 8
195,000 ¢ © 220,600 0 0
2,629,817 6 5 3,038,329 8 10
£15,143,128 16 4  £16,952410 1 5
53,934 111 ’
12,499,632 10 8 13,610,060 6 ¢
519,893 8 2 T 651,762'18 11
65422 7 1
7898 0 7
723,349 911 164,118 13 2
5000 0 0
191,028 9 5 568,501 18 2
374,835 8 4 36081918 2
10,000 0 0O 10,000 0 ©
86,369 6 6 74,190 13 11
114260 8 6 376,345 16 2
2,465 14 10
852,014 9 11 668,224 12 7
) 610,827 0 10
3446 7 7 303616 1
215,143,126 16 4  £16,952410 1 5
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- [Return No. 5.]
STATEMENT SHOWING RECEIPTS FROM COMMONWEALTHE FROM 1909-10 TO 1919-20.

. Interest on
Year. . 1?&:;%:, ‘ :E?:g%::i:{t T;rom;.fig:: Total.
* &t 3% per cent,
£ £ -£ £

" 180910 703,723 a Nil 703,723
ilﬁ‘.}ilo-—ll 569,578 a Nil 569,678
1911-12 365,614 232,265 40,648 638,527
1912-13 - = . e 382,591 222 554 30,465 635,610
91814 ... e e e 400,855 212,761 927,368 640,964
1914-15 403,772 203,127 24,388 631,287
1916-16 308,076 193,544 © 24,485 616,105
1916-17 v e e 386,008 183,97¢ 24,485 594,467
1917-18 386,779 174,350 38,110 - 599,238
1918-19 . 391,803 164,696 29,163 586,668
1919-20 " .- - o 414,575 154,430 29,268 598,273
Totals. ... - £ 4,803,380 1,741,681 268,370 6,813,441

a Surplus Revenue returned.
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{Return No. 8.7
LOAN AUTHORISATIONS AND FLOTATIONS.

£ £

Authorisations to 30th June, 1919 ... ... 46,665,173
Do. for 1019-20 ... s e e e e e 4,044.000

Total Authorisations” .. ... .. .. 50,709,173

Flotations—

General Loans ... 28578253
Looal Debentures ... v e ..~ 1,158,755
Local Inscribed Stock 8,131,798
Freasury Bills 5,341,370
Treasury Bonds 2,893,505
Commonwealth Advances ... et e 1,501,097

—_—— 47,602,778

Balance avsilable for Flotation ... ... ... 3,106,305

Actual Loan Indebledness— .
Gross Debt on 306h June, 1919 ... ... 43,637,076
Flotation during year—
Inscribed Stock, London 1,500,000

Looal Treagury Bills ... 204,485
Local Debentures 60,400
Local Insoribed Stock 249,250
Commonwealth Advaneces ... 1,501,097
—_— " 47,152,308
Less Redemplions—
Bonds Loans, 1878, 1881-4 e 12200
_Treasury Bills, London ... 318,105
—_— 330,305
46,822,003
Less— .
Sinking Fued {(as on 31st March) 6,848,825
Net Indebtedness, 30th June, 1920 ... 30,973,178
£ 8 d
Net Public Debt per head of Population on 30th June, 1820 19 7 3
Do. do. do. do. 1919 116 7 0
Do. do. do. do. 1918 118 0.8
Do. - do. do. da. 1917 1186 5 5
Do. do. - do. do. 1916 109019 9
Dao. do. do. - da. 1915 101 12 10
D, do. do. do. 1914 e e 9 411
Do. do. do. do. 1013 8517 2

(23]
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[Return No, 7.}

LOAN FLOTATIONS, DEBT, AND EXPENDITURE ON 30ta JUNE, 1920.

Actual
Works and Services. Flotations. |Indebtedness Actual tCaah
on Works. spent.
£ £ £
Railways and Tramways (mcludmg Electric Power Station) | 19,802,467 | 19,412,908 | 18,488,579
Hearbours and Rivers . .- 4,109,054 4,048,700 3,813,521
Goldfields Water Scheme 2,903,078 2,901,828 2,689,824 -
Water Supply Generally 1,684,767 1,684,176 1,187,847
Sewerage 1,270,604 1,270,604 1,101,362
Erection of State Battenea 306,795 306,488 289,526
Development of Goldfields 1,589,162 1,571,356 1,487,786
Devetopment of Agricultizre ... 4,707,863 4,705,627 4,741,221
Telegraphs - . 276,721 225,009 269,308
Roads and Bridges 512,219 486,477 380,431
Public Buildings 869,485 861,791 826,265
Imm]gmhon 63,314 62,752 a 56,392
‘Workers’ Homes-+-W0rlnng Caplt&l 553,244 553,244 525,600
State Hotele ... v 4 e 58,090 58,090 58,484
State Steamships 266,168 285,168 261,972
State Saw Mills 233,417 233,417 189,900
Agricultural Bank ... .- 1,565,884 | 1,565,884 | 1,520,791
State Implement Works 133,128 133,108 95,841
South Perth Ferries 14,397 14,397 12,967
State Mitk Supply 4,590 4,590 4,406
State Brickyards 28,570 28,570 29,396
State Quarries ... 4,925 4,925 4,909
State Fish Supply 3,962 3,962 3,162
Crawley and Dalkeith Esta.tes Abongmes Sta.mons Sa.voy
House, and purchase of land. at Nedlands ... 08,559 98,559 99,721
Stores and Stock Suspense Accounta 114,469 114,460 56,000
Miscellaneous ... 64,263 64,241 69,673
Wyndham Freezing Works (Workmg Ca.pltal) 36,246 38,246 200,000
TFisheries . 10,382 10,382 5,904
Land Set.tlement- for Soldlers 1,180,529 1,180,529 1,947,772
42,365,352 | 41,807,498 | 40,428,560
Redemptions ... 557,854
Cost of Raiging ia 1,599,606
Unexpended Balance ... 672,196 -
Commonwealth Advances tmn.l]ocated 335,000 335,000
42,700,352 | 42,700,352 | 42,700,352

a An additional emount of £344,125 was expended upon Agricultural Immigration from.Develop-

ment of Agriculture.

RECONCILIATION WITH PUBLIC DEBT (RETURN No. 9).

£
Indebtedness as above ... .. 41,807,498
Local Inscribed Stoclk, issued under Agncult;ural Bank Act,
for conversion of Mortgage Bonde .. - 1,566,000
Issuee under Treasury Bonds Deficiency Act 2,893,505
Issues under Ineurance Companies Act, 1818 220,000
Commonwealth Advances - 335,000

Grosas Public Debt ... . £46,822,003
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' LOAN EXPENDITURE FOR 1919-20, COMPARED WITH

PREVIOGUS YEARS.

Undertakings. 1919-20. 1918-19. 1917-18, 1916-17. 1 1015-18. ’ 1814-15. , 1913-14. 1612-13, 1911-12,
& £ - £ £ £ £ £ £
Raliways, Including Laod Reaumpttons 75,786 154,720 181,384 246,994 850,855 520,344 1,080,910 1,406,602 1,320,309
Tramways—Perth Electric - 27,473 7,239 ,078 20,445 33,628 - 22,900 18,028 497,388
Electrlc Pownr Statlon 17,880 25,380 28,508 61,038 63,170 149,865 89,848 e s
Fremantle Harbour Works ... 51,855 48,3456 42,444 49,004 83,704 108,055 066,142 1,970 35,813
Fremantle Dock and Slip ... - 14 - 1,201 1,868 11,33¢ 80,842
Harbours and Rivers geoerally ... ' . 50,322 23,803 42,485 72,854 535,510 58,014 21,969 41,790 09,100
Sewerago—Perth and Fremantle ... 15,187 11,050 47,263 120,473 14{,582 160,831 03,672
‘Water Supply .. e 49,115 18,638 53,080 65,428 118, 27.1 127,669 191,528 234,134 31,417
Development ol Goldﬂelds - 32,581 18,152 10,661 19,820 19,142. 47,243 50,6560 78,143 92 345
State Smelter, Ravensthorpe 78,997 60.000
Development of Agricolture .i. | D2,0080,570 ad442,740 156,083 160,483 165,727 78,271 154,752 155,432 362,400
Asslstance to Seftlers A58 A 478,170 199,890 802,110
Immigrablon ... .. en e o 5,805 1,887 1,107 2,352 4,840 16,665 56,218 83,447 96,305
Stearaships cen I . 14,593 408 141,085 5,807 100,000
Workers' Homes—Working Uaptt.al . - 97,600 278,000 150,000
Saw Mills s . cen cen 214 511 29,089 126,418 43,891
State Hotels ... 2,767 1,793 17 o989 10,000 6,648 17,001 17,580
Agricaltural BBnk—-Wnrklng anltal 118,285 73,048 26,000 93,185 172,336 271,612 606,438 258,808
Agricultural Ymplement Works ... - 15,772 1,292 4,627 . 18,438 48,070
Bl'll’kynrds e - - 1,326 1,185 20 547 11,507 18,710 1,121
5,074 2,000 4,003
Stube Fish Supp]y 181 3,031
Puhlle Buildloge 10,802 21,570 17,538 23,350 40,601 81,004 44,168 38,600 91,707
Roada and Bridges ... 14,719 4,231 2,473 2,567 6,152 5,026 6,187 37,818 23,108
Perth-Fri tle Rond Relnst t 20 83¢ 7,663 21,198
Purchase of Plant and Stock (Suspense Accom‘lt) . M 55,000
Fremautlc Road and Rnilway Bridgs ... 1 78 108 2,482 4,622 1,582
8,089 2,262 1,729 2,676 2,738 5,225 17,662 8,881 12,121
Wyndhnm Fmezlng Works e e 100,000 100,000 - -
Fisherics - v v , 904 B
Totala ... e ... | 02,683,320 1,049,738 1,054,178 835,183 1,584,842 2,521,608 2,013,010 8,409,218 2,308,552
. £ a.d. £ 9 4 £ s8.d, £ s, d, £ s.d. £ 8.d, £ 8.d £ 8. 4. £ g d.
Loan Expenditure per head of maean population 8 01 38 688 3 8 2 215 1 419 3 715 8 B 1 8 1017 ¢ 71611

@ Includes Land Settlement for Soldlers, £283,818.

1

% Includes Land Settlement for Soldiers, £1,933,340.

¢ Exelusive of Loan Suspense Expenditure, £33,063.

(‘0361 ‘@wamaLasg 1]
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[Return No. 9.]

[ASSEMRBLY.]

PUBLIC DEBT AND SINKING FUNDS.

Loan. Sinking Fund.
Rab Remarks.
Year, Amguont. | Maturity. perze;t. Accumulation.
£ a8 d
LOANS CARRYING SINK-
va Fowrps.
Inseribed Stock.
£ -
1899.1915 ... 998,353 1934 1 603,031 0 8 | Controlled by Crown Agents,
Stook issued for conversion of
- ) Debentures.
1896 aee 1,500,000 1935 1 499,708 10 6 *
1897.1900 ... 3,506,000 1935 1 1,020,877 16 7
1897 1,100,000 1936 13 637,917 18 11 | G.8.R. Purchase.
1806 2,500,000 1927 3 2,085,672 11 10 | Coolgardie Water Scheme Loan.
1900-1902 ... ‘680,000 1935 1 150,286 3 4
1902.1905 ... 2,600,000 1935 1 526,114 19 &
1807-1908 ... 2,600,000 1947 1 237,260 3 4
1909 1,445,000 1955 3 61,108 3 10
1910 1,342,000 1965 4+ 49,680 4 7| - .
1911 1,650,000 1955 3 114,630 18 ¢ | Issued for redemption on
£1,876,000 stock; balence
taken from Sinking Fund.
1912 | 1,000,000 1960 3 26,743 8 4
1912-1914 ... 6,000,000 1962 4 81,614 14 4
1916 140,000 1936 32 20,947 10 0 | Sinking Fund represents pre-
minms paid on Assurance
Policy for redemption of prin-
cipal. amount of 6 per cent.
Stock issued for . purchase of
M.5. “ Kangaroo."”
Local Inscribed Stock.
1903 556,550 1923 1| 13 148,027 7 &
1904 322,470 1924 1% 79,044 15 1
1911 1,922,305 1926 + 313,862 17 4
1912 1,380,540 1932 i 33,859 19 10
1913 867,065 1934 i 32,799 6 2
1915 78,185 1935 i 1,645 8 0
1013 716,708 1933 3 11,452 8 7
1914 1,566,000 1964 3 17,276 10 &
1917 116,710 1921 + 17,679 0 0O Debentures issued for redemp-
1918 133,290 1927 b 20,298 611 tion of Local Inscribed Stock.
1904 246,100 1924 1 40,624 0 5
. Debentures. .
1872.1888 ... 72,700 1 2,752 5 7 | Redeemable by Apnual Draw-
f——————— ings; Controlled by Crown
34,434,876 Agents.
BaLANCE OF DEBT. . -
Various 12,387,127 | Various Consisting of Local Inscribed
. Stock (£490,500), Debentures
Total Debt | 46,822,003 Accrned Sinking | 6,848,825 11 § (£660,655), Inseribed &Stock,
Fund London (£1,500,000), Treasury
Bonds {£2,893,505), for which
Sinking Punds have not com- .
Previpns menced, Treasury Bills
year’s totals | 43,637,076 6,154703 7 6 {£5,341,370) which earry no
. . Sinking Funds, and Common.
Increase on i wealth Advances (£1,501,097).
yosr ..1| 3,184,927¢ 84,120 311 |
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[Return No. B—conlinued.) -
@ Consisting of— £
Inseribed Stock, London ... 1,500,000
Commonwealth Ad\ances Roldiers' ‘act.t.lement 1,166,097
Commonwealth Advances, General Aecount ... 335,000
Treasury Bills under Insurance C.ompa.mes Apt, 1918 . 25,000
Preasury Bills meneraily (Net) e 79,485
Local Inseribed Stock 349,250
Local Debentures 60,400
3,515.232
Lesg~—-- £ .
Treasury Rills, London, redeemed ... 318,105
Prebenturcs, London, redesmed 12,200
—_— 330,305
£3,184,027
{Retluin No, 10,] .
SINKING FUND AND INVESTMENTS. °
Axavrysis oF FuUXD.
' £
Contributions from Revenue 4,425,020
Interest on Investments 1,720,610
Discounts on Purchases 718,961
6,864,491
Less Brokerage and Expenses 15,866
. Total of Fund ... 0,848 825
INVESTMENTS.
Maturity. Rate: Nominal Value.
£ s d.
1936 we | 3 per cent. 1,153,092 4 6
1936 we | 3 per cent. 364,252 16 6
1027 .. | 3 per cent. 695,811 16 10
1920-1935 . - ... veo | 33 per cent. 904,058 0 1
Western Australion 31935 ... .. .. .. |3} per cent. 186,110 17 9
o 19271047 e eeever | 81 per cent. 388,973 19 2
1935-1955 e ei .| 81 Per cent. 709,849 5 0
1940-1960 w. | 3% per cent. 52,817 8 §
1942-1962 - ... .. .. |4 per cent. 808,175 1¢ 5
L1930-1942 wee  Lu.. | B per cent. 400,00¢ 0 0
Total i £5,663142 8 0
Other Stocks: Crown Agents’ Investments 605,031 9 8
National War Bonds, 5 per cent., 1927 ...° . 532,000 0 0O
Payments on Assurance Pohcy towards 1edemptlon £140 000— . ‘
Stock ... . 20,047 10 0
Cash ; 6804 3 9
. Total Sinking Fund £6,848825 11 5
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[Return No. 11.]
BUSINERS UNDERTAKINGS,

Estimated ' 1920-21. Balanoce,
Items. -
Receipts. Payments, Pr. Cr.
£ s £ Y -
Avondale and Harvey Estn.bes 3436 1,760 e . 1,686
Bunbury Harbour Board .. 14,000 ; 14,600
Fremantle Harbour 'I'rust. 156,000 : ' 156,000
State Batteries ... 60,750 62,576 1,826 | e
Albany Cold Stores . 400 400 |
Aborigines Cattle Station C e 5,430 8,013 ’ 2,683
Dairy Farm (Clar mont) . 3,300 3,950 . 850
Government Refngeral;mg WorLs 4,500 4,449 5l
Kalgoorlie Abattoirs v 5,000 3,350 . 1,641
Metropolitan Abattoirs, ete. 21,500 12,011 : 9,489
Perth City Markets 2,000 1,081 i 919
Yondanooka Estate e e . 11,000 9,000 ! 2.000
Putter Factories ... 24,050 23,555 495
Touriats Resorts GaVes Honse, eto. 13,500 11,963 1,537
324,866 142,107 5,050 187 818
Net Surplus ... 182,759
Railways ... . oo o 2,725,000 2,189,800 _— 535.200
Tramways ... 214,000 173,210 40,799
Metropolitan Water Supply and . . I
Seweraze 170,600 97,213 ; 73,387
_ Goldbields Water Supply .. . 187,000 126,614 r 60,386
Qther Underta.kmga, Hyd.ra.uhc 27,700 39,767 12,067 '
Electriciby Supply vv . w- oo 84,660 63,038 ‘ 21,622
' 3,408,960 2,080,642 | 12,007 | 731385
Net Surpliz .. ... | I 719.318
[Return No. 12.]
SINKEING FUND AND DEFICIT.
Interest and l "
L Discount . Increase in Deficit
Year. - Go:}tnbu- {Less Broker- ACTO?‘I [Redemptions.| Sinking I on
long. age and cretions. Fund. | Year,
Expenses).
£ £ £ £ £ £
1911-12 245,274 136,148 381,422 7,500 373,022 134,400
1912-13 244 556 153,756 . 398,311 7,760 390,611 190,404
1913-14 .| 250,100 140,558 300,658 7,900 382,758 135,411
191415 258,792 126,193 384 985 8,200 376,785 565,817
1915-16 .| 265457 206,842 472299 12,755 450,544 348,293
191617 .| 280883 230,445 520,328 7,600 512,728 699,757
1917-18 306,782 237,405 544,187 9,300 |. 534,887 705,743
1018-19 319,101 257,457 576,558 8,400 568,158 652,014
1919-20 319,692 386,628 706,320 12,200 694,120 668,225
Total ... £| 2,490,636 1,884,432 4,375,068 81,555 4,293,513 4,100,003a.-

@ The Actual Deficit on 30th June, 1920, was £4,086,705, the difference being due to-a credit balance
of £13,208 at the commencement of the period included in the refurn.



[Return No. 18.]

RAILWAYR.

STATEMENT SnowING TONNAGE Anp EARNINGS 0N (GOODS CARRIED.

1000-1910. 1013-1914, LB18-1019, 1919-1920. 1900-1010, 1013-1914. 1018-1019. 1919-1920.

Cliss of Goods. - Per- Por- Por- Ter- Par- Por- Ter- Per-

Tonnage. | ccntage | Tonnoage. | centage [ Tonnage. | ecutnge | Tonunge, | centage [ Earnings. | contoge | Enrnings. | centage | Earaings. | contage | Earnings. | centage

of Total. of 'J‘ntnl.: of Total, : of Total. of Total. of Total. of Totul, of 'Latal.

) H £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Conl, Goke nnd Gharconl 174,581 | 797 202,608 | 853 170,813 | 7-80 285,779 | B 58 53,003 | 539 56,373 | 4-04 53,386 | b6-12 70,785 [ 55l
Ores ol obher Minerals | 233,207 | 1065 0,348 | 12-78 242,182 | 1052 281,367 | 1118 30,466 | 304 86,218 | 496 48,094 | 4-A2 55,600 | 457
Wool a,314 R4 8,045 22 a1,01& 1309 33,080 132 10,281 108 12,058 -88 54,072 5-28 47,475 300
Huoy, Straw, and Chaff 80,442 | 3-05 111,804 | 300 83,245 | 3-62 114,677 | 4-50 53,208 | 5-33 06,402 | 478 49,455 | 4-75 83,773 | 546
Whent 107,430 4-80 209,143 [ 0-64 410,852 | 1785 467,000 | 15-50 47,066 | 4-70 138,607 | 0-93 138,048 | 13-4 173,055 | 1346
Other Grain and Flouy... 59,108 ) 270 03,574 [ 502 183,844 | 7497 228,995 1 0-10 4n501 | 4-05 45420 , 3-26 76,884 | 7-28 00,481 | 77
Flrewood 650,384 | 2008 877,044 1 21 86 535,282 | 23 .26 420,011 | 17.05 63,226 | 032 62,268 | 4-46 56,056 | 53% 40,924 [ 318
Local Timler ... f14,783 | 2340 749,002 | 24415 200,360 | 13 -01 349,076 | 13-87 181,775 | 18-1% 200,204 | 21 44 125,700 | 12.00 107,432 | 1203
Imported Thnher 15,672 7L 22,733 73 042 {4 2,826 0% 18,015 1-89 10,016 -78 il -0y 1,102 Rutl
Frait and Garden Pro- 25,847 | 118 26,773 R 45,824 { 190 50,153 | 1-00 32,371 323 34,258 | 2-45 48,074 | 4-B1 52,358 | 407
Fcr?lllligf\rs [ 73,825 | 2-37 f1,388 | 2-67 76,457 | 5-16 [ 83,880 | 2-42 12,601} 1-20 19,99 | 1-58
All other gonds 317,235 | 1420 441,771 | 14 .24 227,985 6-88 205,083 | 1054 464,708 | 46 45 £07,282 | 40 -64 78,1562 | 26-30 485,000 | 3778
Total 2,107,000 | 100-0 | 3,101,018 | 1000 2,301,309 [100-00 | 2,515,871 'FJ.OO -0(3 1,000,501 | 100 -0 | 1,305,911 | 10000 | 1,041,840 {100 -00_ 1,285,413 | 10000

a Fignres not available.

(0361 ‘wsaR=sdagy F1]
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[Return No. 14.]
TRADE, PRODUCTION, POPULATION, Etc.

1808-10. 1610-11. 1911-12. 1912-13, 1813-14. '1814-15. 1915~16. 1918-17. 1917-18. 161811, 1019-26,

Railway Revenuo ... .. £1,040,397  £1,858,014  £1,808,579 £2,047,823 Y£2,382,022 4£2,183,700 9£2,217,260 %£2,004,148 Y£1,970.343 §£2,012,811 YE2,463,156
Railway Mileage ... ’ 2,145 2,378 2,698 2,854 2,087 3,382 8,332 3,425 8,481 3,680 3,639
Wool oxported £069,904  £1,047,458  £1,008,358 £004,038 £807,363 £817,630 £1,273,183 £1,420,201 £585,810 £1,852,141  £3,037,106
*Whent produced (bushels) 5,602,568 5,807,540 4,368,904 9,168,504 13,331,350 2,824,100 18,236,353 16,103,216 9,308,787 8,845,887 11,222,950
*Hay produced (kons) ... 185,182 178,891 299,695 255,751 - 278,585 150,432 306,172 236,980 247,183 250,014 379,036
Gold produced .« £0,553,314 £0,003,780 £5,634,004 £5,403,072 85,478,832 £5,105,782 £4,803,208 24,381,608 £3,024,107 £3,680,66D0 £2,837,032
Fimbet exported .0 £907,702 £032,800 £1,001,593 £965,308  £1,142,280 £808,302 £442,014 -£310,083 £274,280 £382,880 g £485,381
Coal produced £114,487 104,016 £121,109 £150,184 £153,374 £137,575 £140,388 £182,852 £192,248 £219,200 £311,731
Other Minerals (exported) £328,471 £155,277 £150,490 £105,784 . £2i5,819 £100,004 £155,213 £189,124 £275,850 £247,691  a £222,610
fNumbor of Sheep 4,731,137 5,158,516 5,411,542, 4,606,058 4,421,875 4,460,186 4,808,850 5,528,950 6,384,101 7,183,747 8,607,951
fNumber of Cattle 793,217 825,040 843,088 800,204 834,265 863,835 821,048 363,920 927,088 943,847 830,044
tNumber of Horacs 125,315 134,114 140,277 147,629 156,636 141,625 183,008 168,720 178,151 180,004 174,019
Arca of land selected (acres) ... 1,004,780 1,822,113 1,973,085 1,408,108 908,851 502,551 308,500 235,840 547,689 411,135 1,469,684
Arca of lund leased (acres) e 10,330,373 9,314,310 11,505,445 25,170,037 8,622,438 7,855,984 8,175,504 9,846,616 20,383,367 39,571,708 10,178,124
tAres of land under cultivation ... 4,085,807 5,309,832 5,850,628 6,717,226 7,320,533 7,548,768 8,068,374 7,828,549 7,687,820 7,682,718 @ 7,820,203
*Arca of land under crop (acres) e 722,080 855,024 1,072,853 .1,199,991 1,637,823 1,807,547 2,188,456 2,004,044 1,679,772 1,605,088 « 1,620,400
Tonnege Shipping, Inwards 2,270,852 2,408,803 2,607,156 2,747,278 3,381,304 2,304,865 2,401,537 2,648,339 1,094,000 2,111,899 2,058,879
Tonnsge Shipping, Cutwards ... 2,271,879 2,410,078 2,815,952 2,755,500 3,375,282 2,704,822 2,;!02,375 2,657,986 1,102,285 2,121,070 2,672,624
Exports, including Gold T o £9,576,850 ER17T,272 E10,443,570 £8,846,030 E10,415,005 £5,352,140  £8,040,424 [ ] ¢ e&46,258,301
Exports, cicluding Gold .. £3,530,560 £3,75Z,788  £3,300,473  £4,549,120 £5,429,0564 . £3,062,270 £4,785,057 £5,562,066 £3,607,335 £5,027,471 ¢£12,684,328
1mports .- RG,032,731  £8,450,865  £0,288,722 £9,689,745  £0,727,473  £8,301,280 £0,830,000 £9,982,210 £7,617,683  £B,023,900 £12,839,386
Havings Bank's Deposits d - £2,400,000 2,070,345  £8,504,026 £3,710,184 £4,551,872 £3,743,135 £3,040,674¢ £3,523,851 £3,006,075 £4,415,732 £6,045,030
Savings Bank’s withdrawals d ... .. £2,070,776 £2,687,377 £2,310,113 £5,684,040 £4,600,884 £3,878,864 £3,828,187 £3,471,060 £3,640,208 54,128,181 £5,083,514
Bxcess of Arrlvals over Departures ... 3,487 11,632 0,418 5,862 3,851 57,752 b 13,280 & 11,469 b 2,008 8,183 7,216
§Population 271,162 287,820 302,341 . 313,40 323,852 332,526 314,887 308,530 311,121 423,220 o 334,884
Tmmw.n.s?:.mn el:ndlegelzl?l::}li;br[‘ll::};s, lillblt: Y:;)Mr:?g(l:r‘lin?“t D%c%n;‘g:;a of D(izp‘:.rrg:rfc:;ogggg'uﬂﬁ;?g’ mnM:e':gl’leri\lr].glgtrﬁ?dg’olegeéxpurte§dJi\ssnDo!:: 32 ﬁlllréz::::'m'nilal:lre.x;loc:l}ﬂ{b icf&?ﬁ:

and I3 not Included in the Exports, ¢ Nob including School S8avinga Bank.
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